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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

MINUTES
LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Meeting of Wednesday, February 8, 2006
10:00 a.m.
Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administration Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Keith Moyer, Elfriede Dohle, Robert Green, Evelyn Pott
Members Absent:
John and Elaine McClintock
Staff Present:
Les Shepherd, Director, Works, Planning Services, and Asset Management, UCLG
Lise Row, CAO Support, UCLG (Committee Secretary)
1.0 Call Meeting To Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:13 a.m.
2.0 Approval of Minutes – January 18, 2006
Regarding Item 3.0 Business Arising from December 14, 2005, Minutes – Item 3.2 Update – Terms of Reference – North Grenville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee, Mr. Moyer clarified that two (2) motions were passed at the North Grenville AAC meeting of December 15, 2005, and that four (4) other motions were passed at previous meetings of the North Grenville AAC.  The minutes previously reported six (6) motions were passed at the December 15, 2005, meeting.
Motion

It was moved by Mr. Moyer and seconded by Mr. Greene that the minutes of January 18, 2006, be accepted.  Adopted.
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3.0 Business Arising from January 18, 2006, Meeting
None.

4.0 New Business
4.1 Prescott Street, Kemptville – K. Moyer
It has come to Mr. Moyer’s attention that changes to Prescott Street in Kemptville (i.e. grading, etc.) may occur.  If so, Mr. Moyer asked if the Leeds and Grenville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee will receive and review the drawings in this regard.  Mr. Shepherd confirmed that this roads project is quite significant and will involve replacing the pavement; installing new water and sewer lines; burying hydro lines, etc.  The Municipality of North Grenville will decide what is in their best interest to accomplish this (e.g. changing road grade, as required, etc.).
The Chair asked if disabled persons will be accommodated (i.e. additional disabled parking spaces).  Mr. Shepherd responded consideration is being given to flushing the street to the sidewalks.  From an accessibility perspective, this would benefit the disabled community (i.e. lack of curbs and obstruction).  Further, a single snow removal operation (plowing roads and sidewalks simultaneously) is a positive aspect.  Mr. Moyer stated it would be worthwhile in completing a presentation to North Grenville Council regarding the advantages of flushing the street to the sidewalks.  The Chair added that business owners should also be approached and communicated the advantages and visual aids would assist in promoting this.  The Chair asked if audible signals at traffic lights will be installed.  Mr. Shepherd was unable to provide an answer at this time.
5.0 Other Business
5.1 Information Item –Update - North Grenville AAC Activities – K. Moyer
To update Leeds and Grenville AAC members on North Grenville AAC activities, as well as for information sharing purposes, Mr. Moyer provided a hand-out.  Ms. Dohle asked how many members are on this Accessibility Advisory Committee.  Mr. Moyer responded there are five (5) members at this time and action has been taken to recruit additional members (i.e. classified ad).  Mr. Moyer noted that a lack of interest/response is due to wording in the classified ad.  It stated that an individual has to be disabled in order to have representation; however, the current by-law states the majority must be disabled.  There are people in the community (e.g. spouses of disabled persons, etc.) who have experience and the interest, but feel they cannot apply for this reason; it is to the benefit of the North Grenville AAC to have representation by such people on the AAC.
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Item 5.0 Other Business Continued…

5.2 Implications of Bill 118 - Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 – T. Woodford-Smith
Mr. Woodford-Smith expressed concern (financial implications) for businesses and the private sector to comply with Bill 118 Regulations.
After some discussion, it was the general consensus that a letter from the Leeds and Grenville AAC be forwarded to The Honourable Sandra Pupatello, Ministry of Community and Social Services, Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration, Accessibility Directorate of Ontario requesting consideration of grants or zero interest loans to the public/private sectors to enable them, to their best of their ability, to better their properties.  In reality, people cannot accommodate the requirements due to cost restraints.

Mr. Moyer noted that the Coalition of Ontario Accessibility Advisory Committees addressed this matter at the Ontario Access II Conference in Burlington in 2005 and it would be of benefit to copy the letter to the Minister to the Coalition.  Mr. Moyer volunteered to complete this exercise.

A draft letter will be presented at the next meeting of the Leeds and Grenville AAC for review and further discussion.
6.0 Unfinished Business
6.1 Updates
6.1.1 Oral – Motion Presented at Public Works Committee Meeting (01-Feb-06) – L. Shepherd
County Road 43 Corridor Study 2005

After viewing and discussing the roundabout corridor option that is being recommended for County Road 43, members remain concerned as to the design of the centre median and the ability of pedestrians to negotiate the corridor.  Each crossing requires the pedestrian to negotiate one-way traffic.  Hearing and/or sight impaired individuals cannot rely on the fact that vehicles will stop for them to cross over.  Further investigation into roundabouts and intersections is required and implementing improvements (signalization such as traffic lights or overhead push pedestrian light) for “disabled” pedestrians are required.
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Item 6.0 Unfinished Business – 6.1 Updates – 6.1.1 Oral – Motion Presented at Public Works Committee Meeting (01-Feb-06) Continued…

Mr. Shepherd agreed to the members’ comments and advised that a recommendation is forthcoming to incorporate a suitable feature into the current design.  Mr. Shepherd advised that the design will be presented to the Leeds and Grenville AAC and that he will provide an update respecting this matter at the next meeting of this Advisory Committee.
Accessible/Regional Transportation

Mr. Shepherd advised that transit is not a mandate a mandate of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville, but that of a local mandate.  If local municipalities are not in support of a transit system the United Counties is not in a position to support as well.
Mr. Shepherd will keep the members apprised of this matter.
6.1.2 Oral – Lansdowne Handicap Lift – S. Fournier
In the absence of Mr. Fournier, Mr. Shepherd reported that a tender has been issued to repair the lift (i.e. replace door opener completely and equip the lift with Braille, etc.)  The closing date for the tender is February 24th, 2006.

The members are pleased that all residents have been accommodated and the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville has been duly responsible in addressing and attempting to resolve this matter.  It is critical that there be ongoing communication between the United Counties and residents by providing regular updates.  Mr. Shepherd confirmed that updates are being provided on a bi-weekly basis.  Mr. Shepherd will keep the members apprised of this matter.
6.1.3 Oral - Modifications to Maple View Lodge – Day Care Centre – L. Shepherd

The proposal is complete; however, has not yet been approved.  Regarding a previous question posed by members with respect to the day care centre accommodating disabled children, a major challenge will be retrofitting the bathrooms on the 2nd floor.  The Chair added that criteria for a handicapped child’s bathroom is very difficult to accommodate and will require further investigation.
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Item 6.0 Unfinished Business – 6.1 Updates – 6.1.3 Oral – Modifications to Maple View Lodge – Day Care Centre Continued…

Mr. Moyer asked how the children will exit the residence should there be a lock down within the residence.  Mr. Shepherd responded that the current elevator is located within the administrative section and not within the resident area.  As such, this will not be problematic.

Mr. Shepherd will keep the members apprised of this matter.
6.2 Standing Items
6.2.1 Strategy for the Future – Next Steps – All
A date for a brainstorming session in April 2006 will be scheduled at the March meeting of the Leeds and Grenville AAC.
6.2.2 2006 Capital Plan – All
-
Report – Counties’ Properties/Office Buildings – Accessibility Audits – L. Shepherd

At this time, the Senior Management Team (CAO and Divisional Directors) are focused mainly on the Service Delivery Review.  Regarding the Housing Capital Plan, important projects (i.e. lift maintenance, entranceway upgrades, updating fire safety plans) will be the focus.  A particular challenge at this time is the March of Dimes Unit.  The front entrance relies on electricity and does not have back-up power.  If there is an electrical failure the residents cannot exit the building.  A generator study has been completed and the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville is investigating other scenarios.  Mr. Shepherd advised that drawings are available to the members should they wish to see them.

6.2.3 Recommendations – Access Ontario II Conference (June 13, 2005, Burlington) - All

No discussion occurred regarding this item.
7.0 Next Meeting
Date:

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Time:

10:00 a.m.

Location:
Meeting Room “A”



Counties Administration Building



25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
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8.0 Adjournment
The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.











