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Minutes – Meeting of May 10, 2006
Leeds and Grenville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee
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[image: image1.jpg]



UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

MINUTES
LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Meeting of Wednesday, May 10, 2006
10:00 a.m.
Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administration Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Keith Moyer, Elfriede Dohle, Robert Green, Evelyn Pott, John McClintock
Members Absent:
Elaine McClintock
Staff Present:
Stephen Fournier, CAO, UCLG
Les Shepherd, Director, Works, Planning Services, and Asset Management, UCLG
Lisa Severson, CAO Support, UCLG (Committee Secretary)
1.0 Call Meeting To Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.
2.0 Approval of Minutes – March 8, 2006
Approval of March 8, 2006 Minutes were deferred to the June 14, 2006 Meeting.
3.0 Business Arising from March 8, 2006 Meeting

3.1 Submission to AAC Coalition Newsletter – Response to Mayor’s (City of Mississauga Letter) Re:  Motor Vehicle Safety Inspections and Recommendation by the L&G AAC

The Committee agreed to endorse the letter in response to Mayor McCallion’s letter to the Honourable Harinder Takhar, Minister of Transportation regarding Motor Vehicle Safety Inspections (drafted by Mr. Moyer).  The AAC Committee agreed with the stand that action needs to be taken, adding recommendations 
they feel would enhance this initiative.  The letter will be forwarded to Mayor McCallion, City of Mississauga and Mr. Moyer has volunteered to post it on the AAC Coalition web page on behalf of the Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Advisory Committee.  Mr. Woodford-Smith will coordinate with Ms. Severson (Committee Secretary) final draft and signing of the letter.
4.0 New Business

4.1 Information Item – EMC, May 5, 2006 Edition – Vacancies to be Filled Article
Mr. Moyer discussed with the Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Advisory Committee a brief article regarding the Lanark Counties Accessibility Advisory Committee requiring the need for new membership on their committee.  The article outlined the committee’s mandate and where to access information about the committee.  Mr. Moyer applauded the article but questioned the provincial government’s commitment to enforcing Bill 118.  The last statistical data available states that approximately 79% of municipalities have submitted an Accessibility Plan.  No regulations have been put into place and no audits have been completed.  The entire process has the perception that it is operating in a vacuum.  
4.2 Election Process – Accessibility for Candidates and Voters
Mr. Shepherd brought forward an idea that the Committee may want to undertake an initiative to make the electoral process more inviting for both potential candidates and voters.  With the announcement of Vancouver being the host city for the 2010 Olympics and the press coverage surrounding that city it highlighted the fact that the City of Vancouver’s mayor has a visible disability and has overcome many challenges to make its public offices and venues accessible to individuals with disabilities.  Mr. Fournier stated that the City of London’s Accessibility Advisory Committee had prepared a package to assist the Municipal Elections Office in 2003 and that this information package would be forwarded to the Committee for review.  
The suggestion of a forum hosted by the Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Advisory Committee to assist in educating and enabling the municipalities on requirements and protocol for assisting individuals with disabilities as candidates as well as voters was brought forward.  The forum could be a half day event to make communities in Leeds and Grenville aware of the issues facing individuals with disabilities and how to work together to produce best practices while making the electoral system available to all residents.

The AAC members were requested to bring with them any information and ideas to the June 6, 2006 meeting.  Some topics to consider are:

· Who is the target audience
· Timelines

· Best Practices of other Municipalities/Regions

· Location

Mr. Fournier offered to contact the City of Brockville, the Town of Prescott and the Town of Gananoque to inquire on their mandates related to this issue.  He will report his findings at the June 14, 2006 AAC Meeting.

Mr. Moyer volunteered to contact Gord Brown’s constituency office to inquire about the M.P. who uses a wheel chair and his contact information.  The Accessibility Advisory Committee felt his input into the challenges he faced during and after his election to the house would be informative and interesting to present at the forum. If possible the AAC would like to invite him to be a guest speaker for the forum.
The Accessibility Advisory Committee is hoping that M.P.P., Mr. Runciman will join them at the June 14, 2006 meeting to discuss the forum and other issues.  The forum would be an excellent public relations venue.  This could also facilitate additional press releases which promote the accomplishments of the Committee.
4.3 Report to M.P.P. Runciman -  Bill 118 – Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act
Mr. Fournier feels an effective approach to addressing this issue with M.P.P. Runciman would be to complete a one to two page report on what the Committee feels is needed to meet the needs of the community.  Basic statistical information should be incorporated and it should be a short and snappy proposal.  The provision of a target sheet would emphasis the Committee’s concerns I.e. brown zone - $116.00 for transportation to medical appointments etc.  The question was raised as to whether the gas tax could flow into the operational budget.  Mr. Fournier commented that it could flow through the Counties if they were the designated Service Manager.  The Committee agreed this would be a question which they would like Mr. Runciman to address.

5.0
Other Business
5.1 Brainstorming Session – March 22, 2006

Focus of Discussion – Accessible/Regional Transportation

The Brainstorming Session held March 22, 2006 was informative and very useful.
5.2 Information Item – Newspaper Articles – Kemptville Advance–March 8, 2006 Re:  Accessibility Concerns – North Grenville Municipal Centre

Mr. Woodford-Smith recognized the efforts and accomplishments of Mr. Moyer and referred to the attachment sent by Mr. Moyer regarding funding allocation from North Grenville in the form of an “Emergency Relief Fund” which NGAT can apply to for the assistance.  Mr. Moyer commented that he was pleased with results.

6.0 Unfinished Business
6.1
Letter to Minister Re:  Implications of Bill 118 – Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2006 

Deferred to June 14, 2006 Meeting
6.2 Updates

6.2.1 Oral – County Road 43 Corridor Study 2005

Mr. Shepherd stated that there is little new information pertaining to this issue.  The Region of Waterloo is constructing a large two lane round-about and if their website is accessed many of the same concerns/issues that are facing the round-about on Highway 43 are being addressed.  Mr. Woodford-Smith asked if there was a comments section and Mr. Shepherd replied that it is a two to three step process and the website is user friendly and he recommends the members of the Committee view the site.
6.2.2 Oral – Lansdowne Handicap Lift

Mr. Shepherd reported that work on the handicap lift at the Community Housing apartment in Lansdowne has been completed and there is a one month time frame to have the lift approved by the TSSA.  Mr. Shepherd recommended that perhaps a letter from the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville may assist in speeding up the process.  Mr. Fournier stated that the Accessibility Advisory Committee make a recommendation to the CAO’s office requesting a letter be sent to the TSSA asking they inspect the lift as quickly as possible.  It was asked if tenants had been aware of the current situation and both Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Fournier felt that the tenants had been kept well informed and they praised the Community Housing Department staff for their efforts in this matter.  Mrs. Gill to follow-up with the Community Housing Manager as to the status of the project and of any communications to tenants by the Community Housing Department.
Motion

THAT we, the Accessibility Advisory Committee, request the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville send a letter to the TSSA requesting the inspection of the handicap lift at the Community Housing unit at 43 Centre St. Lansdowne, Ontario.  Carried.

Moved by:

Mr. Moyer

Seconded by :
Mr. Greene

After the motion was made an update was provided to the Committee with dates for inspections.  The Committee requested that the letter not be sent to TSSA until it was deemed a necessary.  The lift in Lansdowne will be inspected on May 25, 2006 and the lift at 55 Reynolds St. Brockville is scheduled for inspection on May 29, 2006.

Mr. Shepherd discussed with the Committee the use of the lifts and some of the challenges facing the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville and requested guidance from the Committee as to whether there was a strict definition defining “disability”.  One key issue is that the lifts in many of the Community Housing units are being used to carry groceries, furniture etc. when the person may not have a condition which deems it necessary for them to use the lifts.  This results in added use of the lifts and in turn affects the longevity of the lift.  The Committee stated that there is nothing in the regulations that prohibits the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville from requesting from their tenants, notes from their doctor stating why the use of a lift is a necessity.  TSSA has stipulated that the lifts cannot be used to transport freight and that a procedure should be put into place to ensure that the lift is being used for the purpose it was intended.  
Mr. Woodford-Smith asked if the lifts were tied into an emergency system.  Mr. Shepherd replied that if a fire were to occur the lift would automatically return to the bottom floor, but the individual(s) would have to open the door manually to exit the lift.  The Committee asked if there was signage in the lifts stating this procedure.  Mr. Shepherd will report to the Committee regarding this question at the next meeting.  If the lifts are not accessible during an emergency, a staging area at the landing of each floor stairway or an assigned area which has been designated for individuals not able to use the stairs to wait for emergency crews to assist them.  Mr. McClintock stated that each building is to have an evacuation plan in place with a floor warden who has a list of the individuals with disabilities.  It is imperative that staff and residents are trained on the proper procedures.   Each lift does have a phone which is to be used in the event of an emergency.  
To use the lift at 25 Central Avenue, a key is kept at reception which must be signed out.  The lift has capacity for an individual in a wheel chair as well as an employee who has been trained on how to use the lift.  The lift in Council Chambers has the key to operate it left in it as there is limited access to this area.
6.2.3 Oral – Modification to Maple View Lodge – Day Care Centre

Standing Items

Mr. Shepherd stated that the plans and standards for the modification to Maple View Lodge for the Day Care Centre had been couriered to all members for review prior to the meeting.  Mr. Woodford-Smith and Mr.McClintock stated that the width of the ramps meets code but they are concerned if the railings may protrude into the path of the openings.  Mr. Moyer stated that the doorways appear accessible with openings of 36 inches.  There was no detail on the plans indicating the height of the light switches and mirrors and that these need to be taken into consideration.  Mr. Shepherd stated that design standards would be reviewed prior to starting the project.
Mr. Shepherd stated that more interest in the project from local contractors would be appreciated and the company Smith and Webb is attending a second site meeting.  One additional small contractor has submitted a bid and the tender closes May 18, 2006.

Mr. Shepherd left the drawings for the Committee to review and make comments.  

Mr. Woodford- Smith inquired if an operator had been determined who would operate the Child Care Centre.  Mrs. Gill reported that an operator had been retained and that there were enough spots for twenty-one children.  This is a win-win situation for all involved and the general feeling is that this will be beneficial for both the residents and the children.
6.2.4 Oral – Community Housing  - 10 Year Capital Plan 
Mrs. Gill reported that Les Kelly, Capital Plan Coordinator had completed the 10 year Capital Plan for the Community Housing portfolio.  It has been deferred from May 2006 to May 2007.  The results will be presented in the near future.  With the 10 year plan completed this will be an excellent opportunity for the building audits to be reviewed.  Mrs. Gill will bring this item forward.
6.2.5 Oral – Prescott Street, Kemptville – Construction

Mr. Shepherd stated he had not received plans to review and that a tender had not been advertised to date.
6.3 Standing Items
6.3.1 Strategy for the Future – Next Steps

No discussion occurred regarding this item.
6.3.2 2006 Capital Plan – Report  - Counties’ Properties/Office Buildings – Accessibility Audits

Deferred to the June 14, 2006 meeting.
6.3.3 Recommendations – Access Ontario ll Conference
No discussion occurred regarding this item.
7.0 Next Meeting
Date:

Wednesday, June 14, 2006

Time:

10:00 a.m.

Location:
Meeting Room “A”



Counties Administration Building



25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
8.0
Adjournment
The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.










