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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES

Wednesday, June 14, 2006
10:00 a.m.
Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administration Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Keith Moyer, Elfriede Dohle, Robert Green, Evelyn Pott, John McClintock

Members Absent:
Elaine McClintock
Staff Present:
Les Shepherd, Director, Works, Planning Services, and Asset Management, UCLG
Lisa Severson, CAO Support, UCLG (Committee Secretary)


1.0 Call Meeting To Order
2.0 Approval of Minutes 

2.1 Approval of Minutes – March 8, 2006

Approval of March 8, 2006 Minutes deferred to September 2006 Meeting.
2.2 Approval of Minutes – April 25, 2006

Approval of March 8, 2006 Minutes deferred to September 2006 Meeting.
2.3 Approval of Minutes - May 10, 2006 
Motion

Moved by Mr. Moyer and seconded by Mrs. Dohle
THAT the minutes of the May 10, 2006 meeting be approved.  Carried

3.0 Business Arising from May 10, 2006, Meeting
3.1 Election Forum 

The Committee requested that this item be deferred to the end of the meeting as discussion related to the election forum will be include items which the Committee would like included in a letter to MPP Runciman.

Mr. Woodford-Smith stated that the meeting with MPP Runciman is not an arena to voice individual/personal political issues.  The Committee should make MPP Runciman feel like a member of the team.  Questions should be prepared in advanced and all questions should flow through an appointed spokesperson for the Committee.  The Committee would like Mr. Fournier, CAO of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville to act as facilitator for this meeting.  An invitation will be created by Ms. Severson and circulated to the members of the Committee prior to review by Mr. Fournier who will than extend the invitation to MPP Runciman.  The invitation will include the areas which the AAC would like to discuss.  These areas include:

· Inform MPP Runciman of the proposed forum which the AAC would like to host.

· Factors related to transportation in rural Ontario for individuals with disabilities.

· Changes in the Act to reflect funding to Non-Profits from the Gas Tax.

· Question why the Minister of Transportation is not involved in the formulation of this Act.

The Committee will provide MPP Runciman with their regularly scheduled meeting dates and will accommodate dates which Mr. Runciman would be available

3.2 Feedback from Separated Municipalities Re:  Elections Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities 
Mr. Moyer suggested that a copy of the Assisting Persons with Disabilities on Election Day – City of London Municipal Elections Office, be circulated as an information item to the member and separated municipalities within the Leeds and Grenville area.

The question was asked if the City of London document discusses provision of transportation.  Currently there is no provision provided to individuals with disabilities for transportation to polling stations other than candidates who offer this service.  Mr. Woodford-Smith stated that this should be an item that is reviewed in Bill 118 as voting is an important right of all eligible Canadians and transportation to a polling station should not be contingent on who an individual maybe voting for as this should not sway that individuals decision.  Mr. Shepherd stated that some municipalities are letting their voters vote by mail and the telephone.  Mr. McClintock stated that it is important to him to be able to get to a polling station and put his “X” on a ballot.  

Mrs. Dohle stated that much of the information found in the document Assisting Persons with Disabilities on Election Day – City of London Municipal Elections Office is covered in training provided by Elections Canada to all individuals who are involved with the elections.  All staff at polling stations has been trained.  Mr. Moyer stated that this is an information item only and the municipalities can choose to use it or not use as they see fit.

The Committee agreed it should be sent as an information item only with a brief letter to this affect which would accompany the document. 

Motion

Moved by Mr. Moyer and seconded by Mrs. Dohle that the Assisting Persons with Disabilities on Election Day – City of London Municipal Elections Office is sent to the member and separated municipalities as an information item only with a brief letter from the Committee explaining its purpose.  Carried.

3.3 Information Item – Assisting Persons with Disabilities on Election Day – City of London Municipal Elections Office

This item was reviewed by the Committee.

4.0 New Business
Mr. Woodford-Smith asked the Committee what they felt the strategy for the future would be for this group.  It was suggested that the Committee keep a type of “Action Item” list which will act as a record of items discussed, acted upon and resolved.  Mrs. Dohle commented that a list of this type had been used in the past by this Committee and it should be resurrected.  Ms. Severson was asked to review the files and if it is available to bring it to the next meeting for review and updating.

Mr. Woodford-Smith asked what or how this Committee addresses individuals with mental health issues and how or if they are represented by this Committee.  Mr. McClintock stated that all individuals should be treated equally regardless of the type of disability they may have.  Experience through the EQA assisted him in learning a lot about individuals who are deaf.  Mr. Moyer stated that with mental health issues there are so many different types and levels of severity.  Mr. Shepherd stated that a policy created by this Committee could accommodate the criteria set by the Committee.  Staff at the United Counties is not part of the selection policy.  As a Committee the involvement of representation by individuals with mental health issues has not been brought forward before.  Mental health is very individualized and no one on the Committee is qualified to determine what and/or the needs of an individual with mental health issues are.  Education is the key to informing the public.  Body language, sounds etc. can all be unique to the individual and to understand that individual it may require time and effort to get to know them.  Mrs. Potts told the Committee of an incident which happened to her son in a local business.  After she spoke to the manager about the incident and how her son was treated the manager did nothing to resolve the issue and Mrs. Potts and her family no longer shops at this establishment.

It was determined that there are agencies within the community developed to assist individuals with mental health issues and these agencies are better equipped to effectively assist these individuals.

5.0 Other Business

5.1 Information Item - Submission to AAC Coalition Newsletter – Response to Mayor’s (City of Mississauga Letter) Re: Motor Vehicle Safety Inspections and Recommendation by the L&G AAC  (Copy of Letter Attached) 

The response letter to the Mayor of the City of Mississauga regarding motor vehicle safety inspection and recommendation has been sent.

6.0 Unfinished Business

6.1 Letter to Minister Re: Implications of Bill 118 – Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2006 
To be discussed at the July 12, 2006 meeting.

6.2 Updates

6.2.1 Oral - County Road 43 Corridor Study 2005 

Mr. Shepherd stated that there was little to discuss on this topic since the last meeting.  There has been feedback from the commercial owners regarding vehicle access but no other comments at this time on the County Rd. 43 Corridor Study 2005.

6.2.2 Oral - Handicap Lifts 

Mr. Shepherd stated that the work on the lifts has been completed at 55 Reynolds Dr. Brockville and 43 Centre St. Lansdowne.  The emergency lighting in the lifts has been updated and emergency phones will be added.  The button in the lift must be depressed the entire time it is in uses and the lift reaches its destination.  There is back-up power and Mr. Shepherd is to clarify with Mr. Dave Kenney as to whether the doors have to be manually opened in the event of an emergency.  Mr. Moyer stated that the lifts/elevators should never be used in the event of a fire as the shafts are like a smoke stack and the possibility of smoke inhalation is increased when in a lift/elevator.  Each building is to have a fire safety evacuation plan and the fire departments are to have a copy of the plan and be informed of all individuals with disabilities who will need assistance in vacating the building.  A staging site in case of an emergency for each building has already been put into place and tenants, staff and emergency services are educated with these plans.  

6.2.3 Oral - Community Housing – 10-Year Capital Plan
This item has been deferred as Mrs. Gill was not able to attend the meeting.

Mr. Shepherd also informed the Committee of other capital work which is taking place within the Counties.  The bridge in Spencerville is being repaired.  Currently there is a walkway on both sides of the bridge which will remain.  Ramping will be included to meet legislated requirements.  On the north side of the bridge there will be pavement and on the South side the walkways will flow into a graveled shoulder.  The work will begin in the later part of July 2006 with a single lane dedicated to traffic from October through to December.  

Mr. Shepherd reported a that call for tender had been issued for the construction of canopies at Maple View Lodge on the patio area.  Plans were provided to the Committee for their review.  

The child care expansion at Maple View Lodge has begun.  A Hunt Construction has been awarded the tender.  There has been an issue with the fire separation between the first and second floors and this will require that more of the area upstairs has to undergo renovations.  Two means of egress has also been stipulated for this project and the Counties are reviewing various options.  The opening of the child care provider is scheduled for December 1, 2006.  The YMCA has been awarded the contract for operating the child care centre.

Mr. Shepherd informed the Committee of a road realignment which will be occurring in Cardinal.  Highlights of the road realignment will include a shorter pedestrian crosswalk, ramps on the sidewalks etc.  The project is expected to begin this fall.  Mr. Moyer stated that it would be beneficial if the construction could be completed similar to Prescott St. in Kemptville.   There are no curbs on the sidewalks and parking is flush with the sidewalks.  As well they have a different colour scheme which helps differentiate sidewalk from the roadway.  

6.3 Standing Items

6.3.1 Strategy for the Future – Next Steps 

This item will be discussed in greater detail at the next meeting.

6.3.2 2006 Capital Report – Counties’ Properties/Office Buildings – Accessibility Audits 

Mr. Shepherd will present the outcomes of the audits at a future meeting.  An audit of Charleston Lake Park which is owned by the Untied Counties of Leeds and Grenville also needs to be completed.

6.3.3 Recommendations – Access Ontario II Conference (June 13, 2005, Burlington) - All

This item has been covered and can be removed from the agenda.

7.0 Next Meeting

Date:

July 12, 2006

Time:

10:00 am

Location:
375 William St. Gananoque

Mr. Woodford-Smith stated that the Gananoque Accessibility Committee had been in touch with him and requested that a member attend our next meeting to observe the AAC.  The Committee agreed and Mr. Woodford-Smith will contact the appropriate the individuals with the particulars regarding the meeting.

8.0 Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 am









