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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

MINUTES
LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Meeting of Wednesday, January 18, 2006
10:00 a.m.
Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administration Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Keith Moyer, Elfriede Dohle, Robert Green, John and Elaine McClintock, Evelyn Pott
Staff Present:
Stephen Fournier, Chief Administrative Officer, UCLG

Les Shepherd, Director, Works, Planning Services, and Asset Management, UCLG
Dave Kenney, Project Consultant, UCLG
Lise Row, Secretary, Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Advisory Committee
Election of 2006 Chair and Vice-Chair

Mr. Woodford-Smith declared nominations for the position of Chair and Vice-Chair for the year 2006 open.

Mrs. McClintock nominated Tom Woodford-Smith for Chair and Keith Moyer for Vice-Chair.  Mr. McClintock seconded the nominations.
No other nominations were received.

Mr. Woodford-Smith moved to close the nominations.  Carried.

Mr. Woodford-Smith accepted the nomination for 2006 Chair and Mr. Moyer accepted the nomination for 2006 Vice-Chair.

1.0 Call Meeting To Order
The 2006 Chair called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.
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Minutes – Meeting of January 18, 2006

Leeds and Grenville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee

2.0 Approval of Minutes – December 14, 2005
The following amendments will be made to the minutes:

· Page 2 – Item 4.1 - Motion

· First line – Change “Projects Committee” to “Public Works Committee” - “It was moved by Mrs. McClintock and seconded by Mr. Greene that the Public Works Committee recommend…”

· Fourth line – Change “With” to “Without” - “…the Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Advisory Committee recommends Option #2 (Without Round-About Option).”
Regarding this motion, which pertains to the County Road 43 Corridor Study, the Chair advised that the motion will be presented to the Public Works Committee on February 1, 2006.  If passed, the motion will then proceed to Counties Council on February 16, 2006, for endorsement.
· Page 3 – Item 6.0 – Motion

· First line – Change “Projects Committee” to “Public Works Committee” – “It was moved by Mrs. Pott and seconded by Mr. McClintock that the Public Works Committee recommend…”

Regarding this motion, which pertains to recommendations (accessible/regional transportation), the Chair advised that the motion will be presented to the Public Works Committee on February 1, 2006.  If passed, the motion will then proceed to Counties Council on February 16, 2006, for endorsement.

Motion

It was moved by Mr. McClintock and seconded by Mr. Moyer that the minutes, of December 14, as amended, be accepted.  Adopted.
3.0 Business Arising from December 14, 2005, Meeting
3.1 Disabled Parking Spaces – Signage – 25 Central Avenue West – L. Row
In follow-up to a question by the members at the December 14th, 2005, meeting regarding the absence of signage for the disabled parking spaces at the Counties Administration Building, 25 Central Avenue, an e-mail (17-Jan-06) by Mr. Les Shepherd advised that the signs, erected on January 17th, 2006, are more elevated than normal due to winter conditions and will be lowered this summer.
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Item 3.0 Business Arising from December 14, 2005, Meeting Continued…

3.2 Update – Terms of Reference – North Grenville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee – K. Moyer
Mr. Moyer reported that he attended the North Grenville Council Session on January 9, 2006, and that the Terms of Reference were not presented to Council prior to the establishment of a by-law.  To date, a by-law has not been passed regarding the Terms of Reference.

Mr. Moyer advised that a total of six (6) motions have been passed through the North Grenville AAC (2 on December 15, 2005, and 4 from previous meetings).  Mr. Moyer expressed concern that none of the motions have been presented to North Grenville Council.
Mr. Moyer provided Mrs. Row a copy of the North Grenville Accessibility Plan.  The plan was circulated amongst the members.  The plan will be maintained in the Leeds and Grenville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee library should anyone wish to sign it out.
4.0 New Business
4.1 Brockville (AAC) Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting (16-Jan-06) – E. Dohle
Ms. Dohle attended a meeting of the Brockville Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC) on January 16, 2006.  The minutes of this meeting will be provided to Mrs. Row in the near future and will be forwarded to the members/staff when received.

Ms. Dohle advised that the Brockville AAC is very project oriented.  To accomplish goals, much interaction with the community and local agencies occurs.  In order to evaluate and assess accessibility issues, disabled persons are approached to receive important and essential feedback.   In so doing, determination as to what is required to address barriers, etc. can be made and the appropriate action taken.  Further, by approaching local agencies to address/correct a specific problem, there is the potential for increased funding sources and as a result the financial burden to the City may be reduced.
In terms of collaboration with the Brockville AAC, the Chair asked if the Leeds and Grenville AAC could assist in some way.  Ms. Dohle responded that the Brockville AAC works well for their purposes and that due to jurisdictional differences, the needs and priorities are various and different.

In conclusion, Ms. Dohle would like to attend a future meeting of the Kingston Accessibility Advisory Committee.
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Item 4.0 New Business – 4.1 Brockville AAC Meeting Continued…

Mr. Fournier added that as the 2005 Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Plan is now complete the Leeds and Grenville AAC should determine its future direction (for the next 3 – 4 years) and how to develop such.  Mr. Fournier reminded the members that the committee’s role to the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville is one of an advisory capacity (i.e. key player in community housing physical stock by providing critical reviews).  This is an important role and, as such, should prevail.  Beyond this role, Mr. Fournier suggested a meeting to strategize and further develop the committee’s focus and goals (i.e. additional tasks to the mandated tasks).

The Chair agreed with Mr. Fournier’s comments and suggested scheduling a “brainstorming session” in a couple of months.  At this time, there are important issues that require the committee’s focus.  The committee is heading in the right direction; however, it needs to further analyze and focus.
4.2 Article – Recorder and Times Re: Lansdowne Handicap Lift, 43 Centre Street, Lansdowne – Mr. & Mrs. McClintock
Mrs. McClintock circulated an article (January 17, 2006) in the Recorder and Times regarding a lift at 43 Centre Street, Lansdowne, a geared-to-income seniors building managed by the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville.  The residents have been without the handicap lift for four (4) months due to an unavailable part required to fix the lift.

Ms. Dohle asked if this problem is being remedied.  Mr. Fournier responded that this matter is being looked into and that he was not aware of the situation until late afternoon on January 17, 2006.  Mr. Fournier will provide an update to the committee in the near future.

Mr. McClintock asked if there was anything this committee could do to assist.  The Chair advised that elevator companies are not mandated to supply parts in the event of an emergency.  Mr. Kenney added that there is different legislation for lifts and elevators and that maintenance schedules for such are also different.  Mr. Fournier advised that the original manufacturer of the lift is no longer in business and other pertinent factors (i.e. obtaining background information - plans, contractors, etc.) have complicated the matter.  Mr. McClintock stated that it is very important that this type of incident be prevented in the future.  Mrs. McClintock suggested regular preventative maintenance and a lifetime supply of parts (emergency) be included in future contracts.

The Chair concluded by saying that Mr. Fournier will keep the committee apprised on this matter.
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5.0 Other Business
5.1 Criteria For Meetings – T. Woodford-Smith
The Chair suggested meetings be cancelled when Counties staff (Senior Management Team) and/or support staff are not present.  The reason for this is the lack of input, inability to provide support and direction, and the inability to make decisions.  The Chair requested the members input.  It was the general consensus that meetings should not be cancelled.  However, in emergency situations (i.e. absence of SMT and support staff), a meeting will be rescheduled and the members and staff will be notified accordingly.
5.2 Information Item

Letter from Ministry of Transportation (11-Jan-06)

Re: Changes to the Accessible Parking Permit (APP) Program

The members were very pleased in the changes to the Ministry of Transportation’s (MOT) Disabled Person Parking Permit (DPPP) Program, now called the Accessible Parking Permit (APP) Program, specifically the addition of permit security features and permit colours.  Both of these items have been discussed in the past by the Leeds and Grenville Advisory Committee, and a letter to the Minister was forwarded in April 2005, requesting consideration to implement colour coded permits.

Effective January 16, 2006, new permit security features will include:

· user specific permits which identify whether a permit is issued to a passenger only or driver/passenger;

· identification code;

· VOID background;

· embedded watermarks;

· ultraviolet ink; and

· microprint technology.

New permit colours will include:

· blue for 5-year permits;

· red for temporary (valid up to 2 years);

· green for company (valid up to 5 years); and

· purple for Traveller Permit (valid up to 1 year).

The enhanced security features will assist in reducing fraudulent use and misuse of permits, as well as assist enforcement officers in identifying whether a person with a permit is the actual permit holder.
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Item 5.0 Other Business – Item 5.1 Information Item - Letter from MOT Re: Changes to the Accessible Parking Permit (APP) Program Continued…
Mr. Fournier suggested that a “good news/human interest story” (press release) be forwarded to the local newspapers regarding the APP Program.  The press release should communicate the committee’s contentment with the changes and how such will positively affect disabled persons.

The draft press release will be forwarded to the members for their review and comments in the next 1-2 weeks.  Once finalized, the press release will go out under the Chair’s name (Mr. Tom Woodford-Smith).  Contact information for both the Chair and Mr. Fournier will be provided.

Members questioned local enforcement (i.e. who enforces and how?).  Currently, municipalities enforce by-laws and seize and retain Disabled Parking Permits (DPPP) where misuse is suspected.  Further, municipalities are responsible for passing and enforcing by-laws regarding designated parking spaces.  The MTO will communicate changes to the permit to enforcement and municipal partners to ensure they are fully aware of the program changes.

6.0 Unfinished Business
6.1 Updates
6.1.1 Oral – County Road  43 Corridor Study 2005 – K. Moyer/L. Shepherd
In light of Mr. Shepherd’s absence, it was the general consensus of the members that this item be deferred.
6.1.2 Report - Floor Plans – New Office Building – Gananoque – L. Shepherd
Mr. Kenney advised that the floor plans cannot be changed at this time and pointed out that the new office building does have a fully accessible handicapped washroom.  Other handicapped features will be considered in future projects.  Mr. Fournier added that at this point, it would be difficult to makes modifications to the floor plans for various reasons (i.e. leases prepared on square footage).  However, wherever improvements can be made, within the body of the contract, such will occur.

Mr. Kenney stated that feedback from this Advisory Committee is important and that providing input sets a standard to be considered in future developments.
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Item 6.0 Unfinished Business – Item 6.1.2 Floor Plans – New Office Building – Gananoque Continued…
In order to ensure that accessibility is considered for future Counties projects, Mr. Fournier suggested a recommendation be endorsed that, as part of the initial design process, the City of London Design Standards be applied when new divisional fiscal assets are being considered.
Mr. Kenney confirmed that the project completion date is June 15, 2006.
6.1.3 Modifications to Maple View Lodge – Day Care Centre – L. Shepherd
In the absence of Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Kenney reported the planning committee is developing a business plan which will be presented to the Maple View Lodge Committee in February 2006.  Many questions regarding many issues have been posed and, as a result, staff have prepared a report.  The planning committee is waiting to see which direction the MVL Committee will choose.

The proposed handover to the day care operator is early July 2006.

Mr. Kenney noted that the timelines are very tight and there is a limited budget for the project.

The Chair asked if the day care centre will accommodate disabled children.  Mr. Kenney responded that this will be considered in the planning stages.  Mr. Kenney confirmed that there is elevator access and the day care centre can be accessed via the main entrance.

In light of Mr. Shepherd’s absence, this matter will be discussed further at the next meeting of the Leeds and Grenville AAC.
6.1.4 Oral – Status of Applications – Accessibility Standards and Recruitment for Standards Development Committees (Customer Service and Transportation) – T. Woodford-Smith/K. Moyer
An acknowledgement letter for Mr. Moyer’s application has been received.  Mr. Moyer has been following the web pages for updates.  The Chair advised he has not received any notification from his application and that should any communication be received in this regard the members will be notified.
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Item 6.0 Unfinished Business Continued…
6.2 Standing Items
6.2.1 Strategy for the Future – Next Steps – All
This item was deferred to the February 2006 meeting.
6.2.2 2006 Capital Plan – All
In light of Mr. Shepherd’s absence, this item was deferred to the February 2006 meeting.

6.2.3 Recommendations – Access Ontario II Conference (June 13, 2005, Burlington) - All

No discussion occurred regarding this item.
7.0 Next Meeting
Date:

Wednesday, February 8, 2006

Time:

10:00 a.m.

Location:
Meeting Room “A”



Counties Administration Building



25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
Mrs. McClintock commended Mr. Moyer on the completion of the North Grenville Accessibility Report, and stated that he should remain on North Grenville AAC as he had made an impact regarding the visibility and knowledge of accessibility and its issues in that community.
8.0 Adjournment
The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 11:23 a.m.










