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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

Wednesday, March 12, 2008
10:00 a.m.

Meeting Room A
Counties Administration Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

The Accessibility Advisory Committee met on March 12, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “A”, 25 Central Avenue West, Brockville, Ontario.

Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Chair, Keith Moyer, Vice-Chair, Elfriede Dohle, Bill Thake, John Conley
Staff Present:
Les Shepherd, Works, Planning and Asset Management Division, Deborah Gill, Community and Social Services Division

Lisa Severson (Recording Secretary)
Absent:
John McClintock, Elaine McClintock, Evelyn Pott, Bob Greene

1.0 Call Meeting to Order
Mr. Woodford-Smith called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.  
2.0 Additions to the Agenda
Two items were added to the agenda:
1. Update on OGRA/ROMA Conference

2. Resolution from the Town of Newmarket – Re:  Disabled Parking Spaces
3.0
Adoption of Committee Minutes – February 13, 2007

Motion

Moved by Mr. Moyer and seconded by Mrs. Dohle
THAT the minutes of the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting held on February 13, 2008 be approved as circulated.  Carried.

4.0
Correspondence, Communications and Petitions - Nil
5.0
Health Unit Newsletter Submission

This item was deferred to the April 9, 2008 meeting.
6.0 Business Arising from the February 13, 2008 Meeting 

6.0.1 Draft Letter to the Public Works Committee
Re:  Misuse of Driving Permits

This item was discussed under Item 8.0.2 Resolution from the Town of Newmarket – Re:  Disabled Parking Spaces.
6.0.2 Drafting Letter to MPP Runciman
Re:  Generic Card for Support People who Assist Individuals with Disabilities

Mr. Moyer agreed to draft a letter for the Committee’s review at the April meeting.
6.0.3 Drafting of Letter to the Accessibility Directorate
Re:  Public Education Initiatives

A letter to the Accessibility Directorate was prepared by Mr. Moyer and will be circulated to the members via email for review and approval.  It will be sent to the Directorate after final approval of all members.

6.0.4 Transportation Working Group
Mrs. Gill provided an update on the February meeting of the Transportation Working Group.  The Transportation Working Group had received the surveys which they had distributed and are in the process of analyzing the data.  Mrs. Gill remarked she may have an update from this group for the April meeting. 
6.0.5 Accessibility Workshops Available Through AMCTO
Ms. Severson informed the Committee that AMCTO will not be offering any further accessibility workshops after March 31, 2008.  Ms. Severson will canvas the municipalities within Leeds and Grenville at the Clerks/CAOs meeting on March 19, 2008 to see if any of them would be interested in sending staff to a workshop if it can be coordinated with AMCTO.  Ms. Severson will report back to the Committee at the April meeting.

6.0.6 Update on Roundabout in Kemptville
Mr. Shepherd provided an update on the proposed roundabout which will be located west of Highway 416 on County road 43.  The splitter island is not adequate to accommodate pedestrian traffic and the consultants will be reviewing the splitter island.  Mr. Shepherd will bring the final design to the April meeting for the Committee’s review.
Mr. Shepherd will provide the Committee with preliminary pencil drawings of the Pinehill Road roundabout for their review and comments.  

Mr. Shepherd informed the Committee that building audits of the Community Housing properties will be completed by the end of 2008.  Mrs. Gill will coordinate this with the Property Management Supervisor.  
7.0 New Business 
Mr. Shepherd reported that an RFP for an Environmental Assessment on the County Road 43 corridor will be completed before the end of the year.  It is being suggested that County Road 43 from Somerville Road to Highway 416 will be made into a four lane highway and it is proposed that there will be sidewalks and possibly a bike lane or a multilane trail incorporated into the plan.  An issue with this plan is the need to add four meters on each side of the bridge in order to accommodate pedestrian and cyclist travel.  Mr. Shepherd will keep the Committee informed of further developments.
Mr. Shepherd will provide the City of London’s sidewalk maintenance levels study for the Committee’s review.

8.0 Other Business 
8.0.1 Update on OGRA/ROMA Conference

Mr. Thake provided the Committee with a brief update on an accessibility workshop he attended during the February 2008 OGRA Conference in Toronto.  It was not a formal workshop and the organizers were there to answer any questions and distributed information packages published by the Accessibility Advisory Directorate.  Copies of this information have been placed in the Accessibility Advisory Committees Library.  It was noted that business cards distributed at the session were also done in Braille and the Committee has requested that staff investigate the cost of having Braille added to Counties staff business cards.
It was noted that workshops and sessions on accessibility are beginning to be offered more frequently at large conferences in the municipal sector.  

8.0.2 Resolution from the Town of Newmarket – Re:  Disabled Parking Spaces
A resolution from the Town of Newmarket regarding disabled parking spaces was distributed to the Committee by Mr. Conley.  Mr. Conley stated that Counties Council supported the resolution.  Mr. Moyer commented that North Grenville’s Council had also supported the resolution.  It was decided the Committee would wait and see if there were any developments on the issue before sending any type of correspondence to the Accessibility Directorate.  The Committee extended their appreciation to both Counties Council and the Municipality of North Grenville for supporting the resolution.  
8.0.3 Update on North Grenville’s  Accessibility Committee Activities
Mr. Moyer provided an update on the activities of the North Grenville Accessibility Committee.  The NG Committee has reviewed two site plans for the new Walmart.  

Mr. Moyer also reported that snow and ice removal of disabled parking spots at the municipal complex has been slow.  The local press has run a story on the issue.  After a confrontation with a municipal staff member, Mr. Moyer is considering resigning from the NG Accessibility Committee.  


Mrs. Dohle commented that with the amount of snow it is very difficult for the elderly and those with disabilities to leave their homes to buy groceries, and pick up prescriptions, etc.  The question was raised as to where these people can turn for assistance.  It was suggest that local service groups and community agencies could be contacted.  It is a difficult situation as many individuals with disabilities and the elderly do not know who to contact.  Mrs. Gill remarked that it is difficult to get assistance until the individuals are linked to community agencies or service groups.  Mr. Thake recommended that individuals should speak to their family physician, who could then recommend the proper avenue to take to gain assistance.  Mr. Conley added that the CPHC has grown mostly by word of mouth and that the CPHC now has a data base with user information.  It is a user pay system and seems to be very popular in the Athens area.  Mr. Conley will inquire with the CPHC director if they would be willing to attend an Accessibility Committee and discuss the services they provide.  
9.0 Standing Items
9.0.1 Customer Service Standards - Nil
10.0 Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the Accessibility Advisory Committee will be held on April 9, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “A”.
11.0
Adjournment 


Motion


Moved by Mr. Thake and seconded by Mr. Conley to adjourn the meeting. 


The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
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