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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

Wednesday, February 13, 2008
10:00 a.m.

Meeting Room C
Counties Administration Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

The Accessibility Advisory Committee met on February 13, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “C”, 25 Central Avenue West, Brockville, Ontario.

Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Chair, Keith Moyer, Vice-Chair, Elfriede Dohle, John McClintock, Elaine McClintock, Evelyn Pott, Bob Greene, Bill Thake, John Conley
Staff Present:
Lisa Severson (Recording Secretary)
Absent:
Les Shepherd, Works, Planning and Asset Management Division, Deborah Gill, Community and Social Services Division
1.0 Call Meeting to Order
Mr. Woodford-Smith called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.  
2.0 Additions to the Agenda
Four pieces of correspondence/communications were added to the agenda under 4.0.
3.0
Adoption of Committee Minutes – January 16, 2007

Motion


Moved by Mr. Greene and seconded by Mrs. McClintock

THAT the minutes of the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting held on January 16, 2008 be approved as circulated.  Carried.

4.0
Correspondence, Communications and Petitions 

4.0.1
Make Wider Roads, New Rundabouts to Allow the Disabled to Cross Safely:  Accessibility Committee Article – Kemptville Weekender 



(08-Feb-08)



The Committee reviewed the article and would like an update from Mr. Shepherd at the March 12, 2008 meeting on the progress of the new proposed roundabout for Kemptville.

4.0.2
Disability Training a “Sensitive” Topic for Council, Staff Article – Kemptville Advance (06-Feb-08)


The Committee reviewed the article and discussed how difficult it is for individuals without disabilities to understand what life is like for those living with disabilities.  They suggested it would be beneficial for both staff and council to participate in disability training.  The Committee recommended that the EQA video be made available as it provides good insight into what it is like to live with a disability.  It was also suggested that staff contact AMCTO and inquire as to what types of training they may provide.  

4.0.3
Residents, Council Weigh Affordable Housing Ideas Article – The Packet (08-Feb-08)



The Committee reviewed the article.  Mr. Thake informed the Committee that in the event of an emergency related to housing, vouchers are available to individuals in need of immediate lodging at local hotels/motels through the Community and Social Services Department, Brockville and Gananoque police and the O.P.P.  Mr. Thake also remarked that the Ontario Government had increased the daily food allowance funding for residents in long-term care facilities to equal that of individuals incarcerated in the Canadian prisons.  


4.0.4
Transportation Working Group Update (06Feb-08)



Mrs. Gill will provide an overview to the Committee on the Transportation Working Group Update at the March 12, 2008 meeting. 
5.0
Health Unit Newsletter Submission

This item was deferred to the March 12, 2008 meeting.
6.0 Business Arising from the January 16, 2008 Meeting 

6.0.1 Draft Letter to Province Re:  Misuse of Driving Permits
The Committee discussed the misuse of disabled permits, noting that it is very difficult to monitor and enforce the use/misuse of stickers issued to individuals with disabilities.  One possible solution would be to create a holographic sticker, making it more difficult to forge.  Parking lots at malls and large box stores are difficult to monitor as this duty is entrusted to the owners of the property, thus increasing the overhead costs to businesses in those complexes.  The Committee will complete an outline of their concerns at the March 12, 2008 meeting which will be presented to the Public Work Committee for consideration.
6.0.2 Generic Card for Support People who Assist Individuals with Disabilities
The Committee decided that this item may be a topic they would discuss in a newsletter and that they may draft a letter to M.P.P Runciman outlining the Committees concerns on this topic.   
6.0.3 Drafting of Letter to the Accessibility Directorate – Polling Stations

The Committee reviewed the letter crafted by Mr. Moyer on behalf of the Accessibility Advisory Committee to the Accessibility Directorate in relation to polling stations.  The Committee approved the letter and directed staff to forward it to the Directorate. 

7.0 New Business - Nil
8.0
Other Business 
8.0.1
Drafting and Distribution of Accessibility Advisory Committee’s Public Education Initiative

The Committee agreed that Mr. Moyer and Mr. Woodford-Smith would complete a draft letter to the Accessibility Directorate outlining the need to educate individuals with disabilities on programs available to them.  The Committee would also include with their letter some of their suggestions on various areas which could be addressed by agencies.  
9.0 Standing Items
9.0.1 Customer Service Standards - Nil
10.0 Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the Accessibility Advisory Committee will be held on March 12, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “A”.
11.0
Adjournment 


Motion


Moved by Mr. Thake and seconded by Mr. Conley to adjourn the meeting. 


The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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