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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

Wednesday, January 16, 2008
10:00 a.m.

Meeting Room A
Counties Administration Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

The Accessibility Advisory Committee met on January 16, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “A”, 25 Central Avenue West, Brockville, Ontario.

Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Chair, Keith Moyer, Vice-Chair, Elfriede Dohle, John McClintock, Elaine McClintock, Evelyn Pott, Bob Greene
Staff Present:
Deborah Gill, C&SS

Lisa Severson (Recording Secretary)
Absent:
Les Shepherd, Bill Thake, John Conley
1.0 Call Meeting to Order
Mr. Woodford-Smith called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  
2.0 Additions to the Agenda
The following items were added to the Agenda:
A copy of the Leeds and Grenville Transportation Feedback Survey was distributed to the members for their review.
Mrs. Dohle circulated a newspaper article related to the misuse and counterfeiting of parking permits which are issued to individuals with disabilities.  This item will be brought forward to the February 2008 meeting at which time the Committee will draft a letter with recommendations they feel would reduce or end the misuse and send it to the province.
3.0
Adoption of Committee Minutes – November 14, 2007

Motion


Moved by Mr. Moyer and seconded by Mr. Greene

THAT the minutes of the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting held on November 14, 2007 be approved as circulated.  Carried.

4.0
Correspondence, Communications and Petitions - Nil
5.0
Business Arising from the October 10, 2007 Meeting
5.0.1
AMCTO Municipal Monitor (Nov/Dec 2007) article “Equal Access – Ontario enacts accessibility customer service standards for people with disabilities” – Deferred from November 14, 2007 Meeting

The Customer Standards for People with Disabilities will come into effect in 2010.  The Committee felt that citizens need to be educated on the new standards and the suggestion was made to have two representatives from the Committee meet with the press and discuss new standards and their impacts on communities.  After further discussion it was agreed that the Committee members would canvas other community agencies to provide insight on the new standards from their points of view.  Contacts from other agencies are to be forwarded to Mrs. McClintock who would then coordinate the information prior to meeting with the press.  Mr. Woodford-Smith offered to be one of the Committee’s representatives to meet with the press. 
5.0.2 Special Admission Card for Support People
Mrs. Potts reported that a special admission card is offered at the Cineplex Theatres for those assisting individuals with handicaps.  This allows that individual free admission to the theatre when they accompany an individual with disabilities.  To receive special or cut rates on various modes of transportation, including air and rail, a medical certificate stating the need is required and must be approved by the carrier.  

The Committee felt it would be beneficial to have one means by which individuals assisting those with disabilities are recognized and suggested a generic card which would be recognized.  The Committee will continue to discuss this issue at the February meeting.  
5.03 Drafting of Letter to the Accessibility Directorate – Polling Stations 
Mr. Moyer stated that due to time constraints and other commitments he was not able to complete the Letter to the Accessibility Directorate regarding polling stations.  Mr. Moyer will work on a draft letter and stated it could possibly be shared with the press during the customer service standards meeting. 

5.0.4 Accessibility Planning Workshop Update 

Mr. Moyer stated he attended a workshop offered by AMCTO focused on dealing with accessibility planning.  The workshop was based mainly on the regulations in place and reinforced the diligence which municipalities must have in planning in regards to accessibility.  Participants at the workshop were comprised mostly of Clerks and Treasurers from Eastern Ontario.  The facilitator was very knowledgeable.  Mrs. Dohle questioned who enforces the regulations.  Mr. Moyer stated most enforcement is complaint driven with fines being hefty for non-compliance.  Mr. Moyer will inform the Committee of any other workshops which maybe made available. 
5.0.5 North Grenville’s Municipal Arena Emergency Evacuation Plan Update 

Mr. Moyer reported that a draft Emergency Evacuation Plan had been completed for North Grenville’s Municipal Arena.  The plan clearly defines the evacuation of the arena during business hours (to 5:00 p.m.).  After business hours there is no plan in place.  Mr. Moyer questioned North Grenville on this and was told they do not have adequate staff on hand to implement the same plan after regular business hours and to add staff would increase costs to the programs.  Mr. Moyer stated that North Grenville did receive an order to comply from the Fire Department and has 6 months to comply.  Mr. Moyer will follow-up with the Fire Marshall as well as the Solicitor General on this matter. 
5.0.6 Accessible Transportation Update – D. Gill

Mrs. Gill provided the Committee with a draft copy of a transportation survey which will be sent to various community organizations for completion to assist in determining their needs.  The Committee recommended that a similar type of survey be made available to the general public to complete.  Mrs. Gill stated that this may be done in the future, but for now the survey is only being sent to community agencies.  Mrs. Gill will provide results of the survey when they have been compiled and analyzed. 
5.0.7 Health Unit Presentation – K. Moyer

Ms. Severson informed the Committee that the Health Unit had granted them a delegation for the January 17th meeting.  The Committee requested that the Health Unit be asked if they could move their delegation to February or March to prepare the presentation.  A draft letter prepared by Mr. Moyer was reviewed by the Committee.

Motion

Moved by Mrs. Dohle and seconded by Mr. Greene 

THAT the draft letter prepared by Mr. Moyer be sent to the Health Unit with an additional paragraph added indicating the Committee’s interest in making a presentation to the Health Unit in February or March 2008.  Carried.  
Mrs. Dohle requested that a record of accomplishments and actions be kept to assist in the completion of the annual plan.  Ms. Severson will compile this document for the next meeting.

6.0 New Business
6.0.1 Meeting Dates for 2008
The Committee agreed that they would hold ten (10) meetings in 2008.  There will be no meetings in July or December of 2008.

7.0 Other Business 
7.0.1

Mr. Moyer reported on issues occurring in North Grenville which include:
· A consultation with the consultant preparing North Grenville’s Official Plan – outcome was the inclusion of design standards being referenced and zoning for affordable housing.  A letter was sent related to Affordable Housing to Council and a round table discussion on the topic will take place on January 24th where Mr. Moyer will present a four page document on alternatives in regards to affordable housing.

· An extension of Pine Hill Road has been announced.  The road will be extended to Highway 43 where the sidewalk will end.  It has been determined that a traffic circle will be put in at this intersection and Mr. Moyer feels it is unsafe for pedestrian traffic.  Mr. Moyer feels there is a need for further investigation into new technologies to ensure pedestrian safety at the County level.  A review of the final plan from the Director of Public Works is requested.

· Prescott Street in Kemptville has been refurbished and Mr. Moyer commented that it has been done well.  A problem has occurred at the curb cut at the CIBC bank.  This will need to be rectified and may mean access to the bank for individuals with disabilities will be done at the back of the building.  Mr. Moyer has been in contact with the Public Works Manager for North Grenville who stated that due to drainage issues they may have no other choice but to change the entrance. 
8.0
Unfinished Business 
8.0.1
Drafting and Distribution of Accessibility Advisory Committee’s Public Education Initiative

Deferred to the February 2008 meeting.  Lists which accompanied the November 2007 agenda are to be brought forward to the February meeting to be utilized by the Committee. 
8.0.2 2007 Accessibility Plan Final Review

Moved by Mr. Moyer and seconded by Mr. Greene

THAT the Leeds and Grenville Accessibility Plan for 2008 be approved and forwarded to the Accessibility Directorate.   Carried. 

9.0 Standing Items
9.0.1 Customer Service Standards

The Customer Service Standards will come into effect in 2010 and there will be a great deal of training involved for staff.  The Committee would like to offer their assistance to the Counties to assist in meeting the standards.  Mr. Moyer suggested that it may be beneficial for the Counties to look into hiring a part-time Disability Coordinator.  This position would be a resource that staff could turn.

The issue of TTY training for the Counties’ receptionist position should be resolved in the near future with the hiring of a permanent staff for this position, along with a backup Administrative Assistant position.  
10.0 Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the Accessibility Advisory Committee will be held on February 13, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “A”.
11.0
Adjournment 


The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:30  a.m.
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