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UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

Wednesday, April 9, 2008
10:00 a.m.

Council Chambers
Counties Administration Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

The Accessibility Advisory Committee met on April 9, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. Council Chambers, 25 Central Avenue West, Brockville, Ontario.

Members Present:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Chair, Keith Moyer, Vice-Chair, Elfriede Dohle, John McClintock, Elaine McClintock, Evelyn Pott, Bob Greene, Bill Thake, John Conley
Staff Present:
Les Shepherd, Works, Planning and Asset Management Division, 

Lisa Severson (Recording Secretary)
Absent:
Deborah Gill, Community and Social Services Division

1.0 Call Meeting To Order
Mr. Woodford-Smith welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.
2.0 Additions to the Agenda
Under Item 8.0 the following additions to the agenda were made:

1. Size of Print on Advertisements
2. CPHC Handout
3. Letter to the Editor 
4. Report from Mr. Moyer
3.0 Approval of Minutes – March 12, 2008


Motion

Moved by Mr. Thake and seconded by Mr. Moyer

THAT the minutes of the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting held on March 12, 2008 be approved as circulated.  Carried.

4.0 Correspondence, Communications and Petitions 

4.0.1 From the Ministry of Community and Social Services – Accessibility Directorate to Tom Woodford-Smith, Chair, Accessibility Advisory Committee (10-Mar-08)

Re:
Customer Service Standards and Elections Canada

The Committee felt that due diligence on this matter is necessary and Mr. and Mrs. McClintock will arrange a meeting with Ms. Mills, Returning Officer, for this area to discuss the issue further.  Training for the staff at each voting site is key.  A letter to Elections Ontario is to be drafted with copies of the letter to be forwarded to Ms. Mills, M.P. Brown and M.P.P. Runciman.  The letter should reference standards which are already in place.  Mr. Shepherd is to forward the information related to the standards to Ms. Severson to include with the letter.  It was suggested that Ms. Mills be invited to attend an Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting to also discuss the issue.  
4.0.2 From Tom Woodford- Smith, Chair Accessibility Advisory Committee to the Ministry of Community and Social Services – Accessibility Directorate (03-Apr-08)

Re:
Request for Recently Published Brochures for Customer Standards

The Committee approved the draft correspondence and requested it be sent.
4.0.3 From Tom Woodford- Smith, Chair Accessibility Advisory Committee to MPP Runciman (03-Apr-08)

Re:
Identification Cards for Those that Assist Individuals with Disabilities

The Committee approved the draft correspondence and requested it be sent.
4.0.4 From Tom Woodford- Smith, Chair Accessibility Advisory Committee to the Ministry of Community and Social Services – Accessibility Directorate (03-Apr-08)

Re:
Information Dissemination To Disabled Ontarians

The Committee approved the draft correspondence and requested it be sent with an Appendix A which is a list of recommendations from the Committee.  Mr. Moyer was thanked by the Committee for his work on this initiative.

4.0.5
Guide Dog Stamp Information Pkg.

The Committee reviewed the Guide Dog Stamp information package and directed Ms. Severson to invite Mayor Garrah to an Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting to discuss his work with guide dogs for the CNIB.  Ms. Severson is to send an invitation to Mayor Garrah inviting him to attend the June meeting.  
5.0 Health Unit Newsletter Submission – All

This item was deferred to a later date.
6.0 Business Arising from the March 12, 2008 Meeting
6.0.1
Drafting of Letter to Public Works Committee 

Re: Misuse of Driving Permits 

This item was deferred to a later date.
6.0.2 Transportation Working Group Update 

Mrs. Gill was unable to attend the meeting and will provide an update to the Committee in May.
6.0.3 Accessibility Workshops Available Through AMCTO 

Ms. Severson reported that the courses related to Accessibility offered through AMCTO were finished as of March 31, 2008.  At the last Zone 6 Clerk and CAO meeting, Ms. Severson inquired if there was interest from that group to request AMCTO to host additional sessions of that training in this region.  The CAO and Clerks felt there would be interest and Ms. Severson is to follow-up with AMCTO.
6.0.4 Sharing of Final Plans and Preliminary Drawings for Roundabouts in North Grenville – Mr. Shepherd

There were no drawings today for the Committee to review.  Mr. Shepherd stated that the comments regarding the pedestrian refuge have been forwarded to the consultant with the recommendation that the pedestrian refuge should meet the London Ontario Standards.  Mr. Shepherd expects the drawings for this project in a few weeks.
The drawings for the Pinehill roundabout are due later this week and Mr. Shepherd will share them with the Committee at the next meeting.

7.0 New Business - Nil
8.0 Other Business 

Item 8.0.1
Size of Print on Advertisements
Mr. Thake brought forward an advertisement/coupon that had very small print and noted it would be difficult for individuals with disabilities related to sight to read the print.  One suggestion was to send the Accessibility Directorate a letter regarding this issue.  After discussing the issue, the Committee deferred action on this item until the May meeting.  

Item 8.0.2
CPHC Handout

Mr. Conley provided Committee members with a package from the CPHC which provides a brief overview of who they are and what they do.  The CPHC was formed after VON Canada gained control over the individual VON areas and planned to close the offices in smaller communities with this area being one of the offices targeted for closure.  As this was felt to be unacceptable, all ties were severed with the VON and a separate entity, the CPHC, was created.  Ruth Kitson, Director, CPHC has indicated she would be willing to attend an Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting to introduce them to the CPHC and what services they provide to the community.
Mr. Conley suggested that the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting in May could be held in Athens at the Joshua Bates Centre, allowing the members to view the mobile primary care unit and view some of the buildings and challenges facing Athens, as well as the improvements which have been completed to date related to servicing individuals with disabilities.  Mr. Conley will work with Ms. Severson to coordinate.
8.0.3 Letter to the Editor

Mr. McClintock reported to the Committee that he had submitted a letter to the editor of the Brockville Recorder and Times related to the issue of signage in the form of sandwich boards and the enforcement of the City of Brockville By-Law restricting their use.  A copy of the letter was distributed to the members for review and is scheduled to run in the April 9, 2008 edition of the Brockville Recorder and Times.  Mr. McClintock stated that for individuals in scooters and wheelchairs the sandwich boards and vending machines make it difficult to maneuver on the sidewalks.  Mr. McClintock will keep the Committee apprised of any new developments regarding this issue.
8.0.4 Report from Mr. Moyer

Mr. Moyer reported to the Committee that he has resigned from the North Grenville Accessibility Advisory Committee due to irreconcilable differences between himself and the Committee, and the Municipality of North Grenville.  The Committee thanked Mr. Moyer for his hard work while a member of this Committee.
9.0 Unfinished Business 

Mr. Shepherd noted that there were some changes made to the minutes of the April meeting in regards to the roundabouts being constructed in North Grenville and he will forward these changes to Ms. Severson.  

Mr. Shepherd reported that the Strategies for the Future portion from the 2007 Accessibility Plan had been brought forward to the Directors and tasks have been assigned to the appropriate individuals.  The training of the Administration staff will be completed in the near future and Mrs. Crotty, Clerk, will be spearheading this endeavor.  
10.0 Standing Items 

10.0.1 Customer Service Standards - Nil
11.0 Next Meeting
May 14, 2008 – 10:00 a.m. 

12.0 Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 11:35 p.m.
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