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Meeting Room – Gananoque Fire and Police Station 

340 Herbert Street, Gananoque, ON
The Accessibility Advisory Committee met on September 10, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room at the Gananoque Fire and Police Station located at 340 Herbert Street, Gananoque, ON.
Members Present:
Bob Greene, Chair, Elfriede Dohle, John McClintock, Elaine McClintock, Evelyn Pott, Bill Thake, John Conley

Absent:
Keith Moyer, Vice Chair, Les Shepherd, Deborah Gill, Allan Brown
Guests:
Calvin Turner, Susan Healey, L, L&G Health Unit, 

Mayor Jim Garrah
1.0 Call Meeting To Order
Mr. Greene welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the table.  
The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m.

2.0 Additions to the Agenda - Nil
3.0 Approval of Minutes – June 11, 2008

Mrs. McClintock noted that item 5.0 of the June 11, 2008 Minutes should state the Condominium’s Board of Directors and the tenant of the unit are engaged in a dispute related to access to the building not the Condo owner and the Condo’s Board of Directors as written.  The changes have been noted and the Minutes will reflex the amendments.

Motion

Moved by Mrs. Potts and seconded by Mrs. Dohle

THAT the minutes of the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting held on June 11, 2008 be approved as amended.  Carried.

4.0 Presentation on Preparing Guide Dogs – Mayor Jim Garrah

Mayor Jim Garrah provided a presentation to the Committee on the preparation of pups for the use as guide dogs.  Highlights from the presentation are as follows:

· Potential trainers go through a similar process used by CAS for placement of children.  

· All dogs are bred by the Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind Association Centre which is located in Manotick Ontario.

· Purpose of the dogs is to provide a sight impaired person the freedom to go anywhere a seeing person goes with confidence and without fear.  

· Dogs are exposed to everything – other animals, traffic, people, etc.

· Part of the training for the dogs is to become a “good citizen”.

· No corporal punishment is used on the dogs while being trained. 

· A dog’s preliminary training takes approximately 1.5 years.  After that time they are sent to the Training Centre where more intensive training occurs with specialized trainers and the individual who will receive the dog. 
· Forty to fifty dogs per year are trained at a cost of approximately $35,000 per animal.  All funding for the operation of the Centre is done through donations and fund raising – no political funds are made available to the Centre.  The Centre needs approximately $1.5 million annually.  
· Guide dogs should never be touched by the public when working.  It is sometimes more difficult to train people than to train the animals. 

· If a guide dog does not meet all criteria they are sold as pets.  A very stringent process for placing these animals has been set to ensure the animals are placed in the appropriate environment.

Mr. Greene thanked Mayor Garrah for his presentation.  The Committee found it very enjoyable and enlightening.
5.0 Correspondence, Communications and Petitions 

5.0.1 Email from Mr. Moyer to Editor, Kemptville Advance (24-Apr-08)

Re:
Need for New High School in North Grenville



This item was deferred to the October meeting.
5.0.2 Email from Mr. Moyer to the Honourable Robert Runicman, M.P.P. Leeds and Grenville (13-Apr-08)

Re:
Ontarians With Disabilities Act



This item was deferred to the October meeting.
The Committee recognized Mr. Moyer’s ability to craft correspondence which is effective and precise.

6 Business Arising from the June 11,  2008 Meeting
6.0.2 Transportation Working Group Update 

Ms. Severson reported on behalf of Mrs. Gill, that the Transportation Working Group is finalizing the data from the survey completed this summer and a final report should be available to the Accessibility Committee by November.  
6.0.3 Sharing of Final Plans and Preliminary Drawings for Roundabouts in North Grenville 

Item deferred to the October meeting
6.0.4 Recruitment of New Members to Accessibility Advisory Committee 

Mr. Calvin Turner expressed an interest in the Committee and came to the meeting to get an idea of what the Committee’s focus and mandate is.   Mr. Turner has extensive experience with accessibility and issues which surround it.  He was involved in the British Columbia initiative for accessible transit and has worked closely with individuals with physical and mental disabilities.  Mr. Greene thanked Mr. Turner for his attendance at the meeting.
7 New Business 

Ms. Susan Healey, staff representative from the Lanark, Leeds and Grenville Health Unit, discussed various options as to how the Health Unit could assist the Committee in promoting who they are and accessibility issues.  The Committee would like to inform the residents of Leeds and Grenville on available services and where they can be accessed.  Ms. Healey provided the following suggestions to the Committee:
· Relay pertinent information to the Health Unit for dispersion to their staff who can then inform their client base. 

· Mass media – become known to the local media and send information to them – EMC and the Recorder and Times are always looking for fillers and might be a good fit.  Let them know who you are and who sits on the Committee – do human interest stories.  Local television and radio should also be included in distribution.
· Newsletters – distribute in tax bills a possibility but coordination with the municipalities would need to be done first to ensure they have room to include.
· Investigate if there is a budget for promotional initiatives for the Committee’s use.  
Ms. Healey has offered to assist the Committee in the development of an action plan and coordinate resources to utilize in the promotion of the Committee.  Coordination will be done through Ms. Severson.
8 Other Business 

8.0.1 Review and Updating of 2008 Accessibility Plan for Submission to the Province in November 2008 

The Committee was provided with a copy of the 2008 Accessibility Plan to review and update for the October meeting.
8.0.2 Accessibility Standards for Customer Service Pamphlets 

L. Severson

The Accessibility Standards for Customer Service Pamphlets have arrived and are being coordinated for distribution to the member and separated municipalities.  A letter will be drafted for the Chair’s signature and will accompany the pamphlets.
9 Unfinished Business - Nil

10 Standing Items 

10.0.1
Customer Service Standards - Nil
11 Next Meeting
October Meeting – Possible Time Change to the Afternoon

Due to a conflict in meeting schedules in October the next Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 14, 2008 at the Counties Administration Building beginning at 10:00 a.m.
12 Adjournment

Motion
Moved by Mr. Conley and seconded by Mr. Thake that the Accessibility Advisory Committee adjourn.  Carried.

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.









