UNITED COUNTIES OF LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE

ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 14, 2007
10:00 a.m.
Council Chambers
Counties Administration Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
Members Present:
 Keith Moyer, Elfriede Dohle, John McClintock, 
Members Absent:
Tom Woodford-Smith, Robert Green, Evelyn Potts, Elaine McClintock
Staff Present:
Deborah Gill, Manager, Program Review/Quality Assurance Department, Community and Social Services Division
Les Shepherd, Director, Works, Planning Services, and Asset Management

Lisa Severson, CAO Support, UCLG (Committee Secretary)


1.0 Call Meeting To Order
Mr. Moyer called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  Mr. Moyer declared that quorum had not been met for this meeting and this meeting would be used as a discussion period for various topics pertaining to accessibility for individuals with disabilities.  Items requiring Committee approval will be deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
2.0 Additions to the Agenda

Nil.
3.0 Approval of Minutes – January 24, 2007

Deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
4.0 Correspondence, Communications and Petitions

Nil.
5.0 Business Arising from January 24, 2007 Meeting
5.1 Drafting of Correspondence – ODSP Insertion 

Deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
5.2 Report on Information Collection – Community and Internet 

Deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
6.0 New Business 
Mrs. Gill provided the Committee with information regarding the distribution of information to Ontario Works/ODSP recipients.  Mrs. Gill stated that when an Ontario Works (OW) client applies for benefits they are provided with a variety of information (e.g. pamphlets, community and provincial resources, rights and responsibilities of the client and the service manager, rate changes etc).  When new information needs to be distributed and it is able to be mailed it is included in the monthly check statements sent to the clients.  Mrs. Gill added that information is also available at all of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville offices for clients to access.
ODSP recipients are not serviced on a regular basis through the Counties.  The province is still responsible for managing these caseloads.  ODSP clients are often referred to the Counties’ Ontario Works Department for special requests such as dentistry and extra employment support.  When these ODSP clients are seen by Counties’ staff they have access to the available information which the Counties has in place.  
Mr. Moyer stated that many individuals on ODSO do not know of programs and resources available to them and are unaware of Bill 118.  Mr. McClintock commented that the information is available but people need to know where and how to access the information.  Mr. McClintock added that it took him approximately one year to access funding made available by the province to make his home accessible for him.  He spent hours on the phone and writing letters to various agencies until finally his requests for assistance were granted.  Mr. McClintock stated you have to be determined and persistent to access programs and funding for the disabled.  Mr. McClintock remarked that he received a great deal of assistance from M.P.P. Runciman’s office and suggested individuals should utilize the assistance of their M.P.P. in these matters.  Mrs. Dohle commented if everyone requested assistance from M.P.P. Runciman’s office they would be overwhelmed with requests.
Mrs. Dohle stated many individuals find the automated phone systems frustrating when trying to access information from agencies and organizations.  She stated many of the individuals give up.

Mrs. Gill distributed copies of a “fact sheet” which will be posted via a variety of mediums regarding personal preparedness tips for people with disabilities.  This “fact sheet” will coincide with Emergency Preparedness Week, May 6-12, 2007.
7.0 Other Business
Mr. Moyer state that North Grenville’s Council held a special meeting to discuss budget items related to their Accessibility Advisory Committee.  After the review of a 37 page municipally owned building audit, it was determined that many of the items had not been completed and monies allotted for these capital upgrades/repairs from the 2006 budget cannot be carried over into the 2007 budget.  Mr. Moyer stated that a motion was put forward in October at the North Grenville Council meeting to implement a capital reserve fund for items dealing with accessibility issues.  The motion was not supported.

Mr. McClintock remarked that accessibility issues do not have to be expensive and that many business owners do not intentionally try to make it difficult for individuals with disabilities.  Education of challenges faced by individuals is what is required for the business sector.  It is cheaper for businesses to make repairs the proper way the first time.  
8.0 Unfinished Business
8.1 Feedback from M.P.P Runciman’s Office – BC Transportation Model and Focus Group Feedback 
Deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
8.2 Confirmation of Invitation to Mr. Hummel to Attend an Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting 

Mr. Woodford-Smith confirmed via email that Mr. Hummel will be attending the April 11, 2007 meeting to discuss transportation for the disabled.  
8.3 Report on Paramedic Issues – St. Lawrence Lodge
Deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
8.4 Additional Information from Handi-bus, Pembroke 

Deferred to the April 11, 2007 meeting.
8.5 Transportation Networking Committee Report 
The Committee reviewed the Transportation Networking Committee Report.  Mr. Moyer requested feedback as to the distribution of this report into the community from the Transportation Networking Committee Report.  Mrs. Gill stated she would follow-up with Ms. Gummer on this item.  Mr. Moyer stated he feels this report should be forwarded to Counties Council for review and consideration.

Mrs. Dohle commented she feels that transportation for the disabled is an issue the Committee has chosen to undertake, may be one of futility as there seems to be little support from any level of government.  Mr. Moyer stated that the issue of affordable transportation for the disabled is one which will not be resolved quickly.  He stated that the North Grenville Accessible Transit system announced at the last North Grenville Council meeting that they could no longer afford to operate and are incurring a $2,000.00 per month deficit.  The Council of North Grenville approved $5000.00 of emergency funding to assist the group to continue to operate on a short-term basis.  
Mr. Moyer stated that networking of small communities with affordable transportation for the disabled need to join forces and come under one umbrella to act as a collective unit.  As one unified entity, efficiencies and cost savings could be recognized.  This type of transportation system needs to be built from the “grass roots” upward, focusing on service club involvement.  With 2007 being an election year it may be an opportune time to start advocating affordable, accessible transportation in the Counties.  

8.6 Standing Items 

8.6.1 Drawings of Cardinal Road Changes
Mr. Shepherd provided the Committee with the proposed changes which will be made to the main road in Cardinal.  The intention is to make a pedestrian cross walk large enough to accommodate the number of school children using this cross route on a daily basis.  The cuts of the corners meet provincial standards and it was determined the cuts would be made flush to ground to allow for settling to occur.  
8.6.2 Spencerville Bridge Update

Mr. Shepherd provided the Committee with a brief update of the construction of the bridge in Spencerville.  Mr. Shepherd stated that the bridge work is complete and that there is work currently being completed to the river bed.  All sidewalks, ramping, etc. have been completed to code.  The bridge will not be fully operational for a few months yet.  

8.6.3 25 Central Avenue West, Brockville Expansion

Mr. Shepherd stated that he will bring the drawings of the expansion to the April 11, 2007 meeting.  
9.0 Next Meeting
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Meeting Room “A”, Counties Administration Building, 25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
10.0 Adjournment

Please confirm attendance (regrets only) to:

Lisa Severson, 342-3840, Ext. 2347, or lisa.severson@uclg.on.ca









