










ITEM 3.0
Minutes of the
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

to the
Joint Services Committee of Leeds and Grenville

Meeting of Thursday, May 25, 2006
9:00 a.m.
Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administration Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

Members Present:
Bill Gooch (Vice-Chair), United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Bob Huskinson, Councilor, City of Brockville

John McCrea, Doug Struthers, Margaret Taylor, Members of Counties Council
Members Absent:


Frank Kinsella (Chair), Town of Gananoque
Mayor Ben TeKamp, City of Brockville
Jeff Earle, Councilor, City of Brockville
Robert Pelda, Councilor, Town of Prescott
Warden Ron Holman, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Mark Pergunas, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Staff Present:
Vince Germani, Economic Development Co-ordinator, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

Lisa Severson, Recording Secretary, United Counties of Leeds and Grenville
Also Present:

Bob Casselman, City Manager, City of Brockville
1.0 Call Meeting to Order

Mr. Gooch, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. It was determined at this time that quorum was not met.  The members present determined that no items listed on the agenda would be discussed.  The members present were asked if they could use this time to review the Farmer’s Market Issue and receive an update from Mr. Gooch and Mrs. Taylor.  All present were in agreement.
2.0 Review and Approval of Minutes

Deferred to the June 29, 2006 Meeting
3.0 Delegations
Nil
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4.0 Unfinished Business
4.1  2006 Economic Development Action Plan – Final (Short Version)
Deferred to June 29, 2006 Meeting.
4.2 Technical Advisory Group – Revised Terms of Reference along with TAG Minutes
Deferred to June 29, 2006 Meeting.
5.0 Reports
5.1 Oral Report – Economic Development Activity Update
Deferred to June 29, 2006 Meeting.
6.0 New Business

Nil
7.0
 Other Business
7.1
Oral Update – Eastern Ontario Wardens Caucus
Deferred to June 29, 2006
7.2 Ontario Farmer’s Markets Food Safety Guidelines
Mr. Gooch and Mrs. Taylor reported they had been contacted by Mr. Ruff, Director, Farmer’s Markets, Ministry of Health who invited them to attend a meeting comprised of individuals from various groups throughout Ontario to discuss the Ontario Farmer’s Markets Food Safety Guidelines (draft).  Mr. Gooch and Mrs. Taylor are requesting input and ideas from both the member and the separated municipalities which they can use as a lobbying tool to demonstrate the affect the draft guideline would have on the economic, social and cultural aspects of residents in the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville.  Time is of the essence to receive this feedback as it is estimated the meeting will take place within the next two to three weeks.  Mrs. Taylor will send out an email to members of the Joint Services Committee and to County Council requesting their input after the Economic Development Meeting
Mrs. Taylor voiced her concerns regarding the guidelines.  If enacted, all farmers’ markets will fall under the same umbrella of regulations, regardless of the vast variety of such venues.    
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Mrs. Taylor read a copy of a letter submitted May 4, 2006 to the government from R.T. Chorney, who recommended the government observe farmer’s markets this summer review the observations in the fall and complete a final draft which can be presented to the Ontario Farmers Market Associated in February 2007 at their annual convention.  The new implementations from the guidelines would be implemented in the summer of 2007.  

These recommendations were by the provincial government and implemented May 12, 2006.  

Mr. Struthers commented that it will not only be the farmer’s markets which will be affected by the present draft guidelines, but community events such as winter carnivals, church suppers, etc. where food is prepared and sold by various community groups.  

Mr. McCrea stated that a vegetable/fruit producer in Augusta has told him that it is the support from local consumers that helps keep their business viable.  Tourism or outside sales is viewed as extra revenue from producers.  

Mr. Huskinson stated he agreed with the stance that both Mr. Gooch and Mrs. Taylor took on the Health Unit’s Board of Directors.  He believes that the proposed guidelines would not be acceptable for Brockville’s Farmer’s Market.  He supported the efforts of Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Gooch and will prepare a written response to their request for input.   
7.3 Brockville and the Thousand Islands Tackaberry Regional Airport

Mr. Huskinson presented to the members a request for the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville to waive the municipal tax (approximately $3000.00) on the buildings at the Brockville and Thousand Islands Tackaberry Regional Airport.  Mr. Huskinson explained that the Township of Elizabethtown/Kitley had already waived their tax portion in support of the airport.  
Mr. Huskinson gave a brief description of the improvements made at the airport and the partnership with Tackaberry Construction for these improvements.  Mr. Huskinson circulated pictures of various jets/planes which have used the airport.  He stressed that many of the jets were delegations visiting area manufacturing plants/business, many of which are not necessarily located in Brockville.  It is felt that this airport is a gateway for the municipalities within Leeds and Grenville.  
Mrs. Taylor asked if there were landing fees associated with the use of the airport.  Mr. Huskinson replied that a $24.00 fee was charged.  Mrs. Taylor asked if these rates could not be raised to assist in offsetting costs.  Mr. Huskinson replied that to be competitive this would not be be a favorable or desirable move.  

Mr. Gooch suggested that this item be brought forward when the entire Sub-Committee is present as this is a matter that will need to be voted upon and 
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with a full quorum present.  If literature is provided prior to the next meeting it will allow members to have an overview of the airport and its impact on the area.  This is an important topic and it deserves the full attention of members.
7.0 Next Meeting

Date:

Thursday, June 29, 2006

Time:

9:00 a.m.
Location:
Board Room A
Counties Administration Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

8.0 Adjournment
Mr. Gooch suggested an email/letter be sent to members of the Economic Development Sub-Committee stating that quorum was not met and that it is imperative to notify staff if a member is not able to attend the meeting.  If quorum will not be met the meeting can be cancelled or rescheduled thus saving both money and time for all parties involved.
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.









