Minutes of the
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

to the
Joint Services Committee of Leeds and Grenville

Thursday, February 24, 2005

9:00 a.m.

Meeting Room “A”
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

	ACTION REQUIRED- March 22, 2005



	DESCRIPTION
	WHO RESPONSIBLE
	DUE



	· Invite representatives from Valley Heartland Community Futures Development Corp. to provide update on EODF spending.

· Primary Health Care Forum – Follow-up


	V. Germani

V. Germani 


	Mar. 22, 2005

Mar. 22, 2005


Members Present:
Councillor Jeff Earle (Chair), Mayor Bill Gooch (Vice-Chair), Reeve John McCrea, Reeve Mark Pergunas, Mayor Herb Scott, Warden Doug Struthers, Mayor Bill Thake, Mayor Ben TeKamp

Members Absent:
Councillor Frank Kinsella, Councillor Robert Pelda, Councillor Louise Severson
Staff Present:
Steve Fournier, CAO, Vince Germani, Economic Development Co-ordinator, Lise Row, CAO Support (Recorder)
Others Present:
Mayor Peggy Taylor, Mayor Ron Holman
1.0 Call Meeting to Order

The Chair, Councillor Jeff Earle, called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m.

2.0 Review and Approval of Minutes – January 27, 2005

Motion

It was moved by Warden D. Struthers and seconded by Mayor B. Thake that the minutes of January 27, 2005, as circulated, be approved.  Adopted.
…/5
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3.0 Delegations

3.1 Tom Russell, Executive Director, 1000 Islands Community Development Corporation and Heather Lawless, Executive Director, Grenville Community Futures Development Corp. Re: Eastern Ontario Development Fund

Mr. Tom Russell and Ms. Heather Lawless provided an overview of the funding amounts and projects that received support under the federal Eastern Ontario Development Fund (EODF).

Councillor J. Earle questioned if an appropriate portion of funds were going to the private sector.  Mr. Russell and Ms. Lawless explained that early deadlines focused on community development initiatives and a large portion of the remaining funds are earmarked for the private sector.  In addition, the majority of the regular Community Futures Development Corporation (CFDC) funding is geared towards the private sector.

The question of funds going to large multinational corporations was raised.  Mr. Russell explained that this was a unique, one-time situation and that no small businesses were excluded due to competition from larger organizations.  It is normal practice that small business be given priority in funding decisions.
An interesting side note was that a number of applications from the private sector dealt with assistance to meet the new safe water and nutrient management regulations.
Mayor B. Thake thanked the presenters for their excellent reports, but was disappointed that the northern Leeds and Grenville municipalities serviced by the Valley Heartland CFDC municipalities were not represented.

The Chair thanked Mr. Russell and Ms. Lawless for their presentation.

Mr. Germani apologized to the Sub-Committee members for not including Mr. John Doherty, Executive Director of the Valley Heartland Community Futures, in today’s presentation.  Mr. Doherty will be invited to speak at the next regular scheduled meeting of the Sub-Committee.

4.0 Unfinished Business

4.1 Review of Schedule “G”, Appendix 1 – Leeds and Grenville Economic Development Program Initiatives
Mr. V. Germani advised the Sub-Committee that it was important to approve any changes to Appendix 1 in order to move along the formalization of the regional economic development program.
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Item 4.0 Unfinished Business – 4.1 Review of Schedule “G”, Appendix 1 Continued…
The Sub-Committee recommended that the term “Municipal Role” be changed to “Members Role” and that accessing government support programs be given higher significance.

Motion

It was moved by Warden D. Struthers and seconded by Reeve M. Pergunas that the Joint Services Committee approve Appendix 1 to Schedule “G”, with the minor revisions indicated.  Adopted.
4.2 Regional Economic Development Priorities for 2005 – V. Germani
Mayor B. TeKamp recommended that the priorities for 2005 include a Media Event to promote success stories throughout the region, since an important aspect of regional economic development is marketing.

The Sub-Committee agreed that a single event could be a possibility for 2005 and directed Mr. Germani to look into the timing and feasibility.
4.3 Primary Health Care Forum Update – V. Germani
Mr. Germani reminded the members that the Primary Health Care Forum is taking place tomorrow, Friday February 25, 2005.

There was concern among the Sub-Committee, due to a recent news article, that the Counties would be expected to cover a significant cost of physician recruitment in the region.
Warden Struthers reiterated that the purpose of the Forum was to determine what the appropriate models of health care are in order to ensure that all residents of Leeds and Grenville have access to family doctors.  It is not an exercise to address who should pay for changes to the system.
Mr. Germani, in response to a question from the Sub-Committee, indicated that an effort is being made to get representation from all parts of the region.  In addition, the report or plan of action that is to be produced by the District Health Council is not binding on the Counties in any way and is for information purposes only.

5.0 Reports

None.
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6.0 New Business

6.1 Warden’s Discussion Group Re: The St. Lawrence Valley Correctional and Treatment Centre

As an information item only, Warden Struthers provided some background on the events leading up to the creation of the Discussion Group or Task Force and where it was heading.

On Friday, February 18, 2005, the Warden’s Office convened a gathering of local Mayors and representatives from labour, business, and the legal and health professions.  The meeting was in response to an open letter sent to the Warden by the local Members of Provincial and Federal Parliaments urging the Counties to take a lead role in responding to the provincial government’s decision to stop further development at the St. Lawrence Valley Correctional and Treatment Centre.

The consensus of the Task Force was that it is necessary to determine what the government’s plan is for detention and corrections in Eastern Ontario and to impress upon them the practicality of using existing facilities available in this region.

The next step of the Task Force is to request a meeting with Michael Stephenson, Regional Director, Eastern Ontario, Adult Institutional Services.

7.0 Other Business

None.
8.0 Next Meeting

Note:
The original date of the next meeting of this Sub-Committee was Thursday, March 31, 2005.  However, due to a conflict, the meeting has been moved to:


Date:

Wednesday, March 30, 2005

Time:

9:00 a.m.

Location:
Meeting Room “A”


Counties Administrative Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
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9.0 Adjournment

Motion

It was moved by Mayor B. Thake and seconded by Warden D. Struthers that the meeting adjourn.  Adopted.
The meeting adjourned at 1:35 a.m.




MEETING


CANCELLED











