Minutes of the
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

to the
Joint Services Committee of Leeds and Grenville

Meeting of Thursday, May 26, 2005
9:00 a.m.

Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administrative Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

	ACTION REQUIRED- June 30, 2005


	DESCRIPTION
	WHO RESPONSIBLE
	DUE



	· Summary of Competitive Economic Analysis.

· Review of Strategic Priorities for Business Plan


	V. Germani

V. Germani


	June 30, 2005

June 30, 2005



Members Present:
Mayor Ben TeKamp, Mayor Bill Gooch (Vice-Chair), Reeve John McCrea, Reeve Mark Pergunas, Warden Doug Struthers, Mayor Bill Thake, Councillor Frank Kinsella, Councillor Robert Pelda
Members Absent:
Councillor Jeff Earle (Chair), Councillor Louise Severson, Mayor Herb Scott
Staff Present:
Steve Fournier, Chief Administrative Officer, Vince Germani, Economic Development Co-ordinator, Lise Row, CAO Support (Recorder)
Others Present:
Mayor Peggy Taylor, Mayor Ron Holman, Mayor Jim Pickard
1.0 Call Meeting to Order

The Vice-Chair, Mayor Bill Gooch, called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.
2.0 Review and Approval of Minutes – April 28, 2005

Motion

It was moved by Mayor R. Holman and seconded by Reeve M. Pergunas that the minutes of February 24, 2005, as circulated, be approved.  Adopted.
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3.0 Delegations

None.

4.0 Correspondence

4.1 Letter (28-April-05) Re: Eastern Ontario Ethanol Plant Development Project – V. Germani
Mr. Vince Germani presented the Sub-Committee members with a letter e-mailed by Dr. Patrick O’Halloran regarding the financial support for a feasibility study on the establishment of a dry-mill corn ethanol plant.
It appears that the feasibility proposal from Dr. O’Halloran is separate from earlier requests from the Canadian Renewable Fuels Association requesting specific municipalities in Leeds Grenville to submit potential sites for the development of an ethanol plant.

After some discussion, the Sub-Committee directed Mr. Germani to obtain more information regarding Dr. O’Halloran’s proposal, and to contact Kemptville College and the University of Guelph regarding their ideas on the establishment of an ethanol plant in this region.

5.0 Unfinished Business

5.1 Economic Development Activities – Oral Update – V. Germani
Youth Intern for Economic Development
Mr. Germani reported that due to the short duration of the first round of Eastern Ontario Development Fund (EODF) projects, the 1000 Islands Community Development Corporation has chosen to extend existing youth internships for the remainder of 2005.  New internships could be made available in 2006 under recurring rounds of the EODF.

The 1000 Islands has offered the Leeds and Grenville regional economic development desk the use of an existing intern for 2005.  The Intern will begin on May 30, providing assistance with the regional on-line Business Directory and will also assist with the development of the Regional Community Profile and the Inventory of Industrial / Commercial Land and Space, the Business Development Section of the Counties Website, and other projects as required.
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Item 5.0 Unfinished Business – 5.1 Economic Development Activities – Oral Update Continued…

Eastern Ontario Economic Development Fund Corporation

Mr. Germani provided the Sub-Committee members with a copy of the press release (April 13, 2005) issued by Norm Sterling, M.P.P., Lanark-Carleton, regarding a private members bill to establish a fund to promote in Eastern Ontario’s small towns and cities.  The name of the delivery agent would be the Eastern Ontario Economic Development Fund Corporation.
Sub- Committee members were advised that this is a separate initiative from the federal Eastern Ontario Development Fund (EODF) and is modeled after the provincial Northern Ontario Heritage Fund.
The Sub-Committee members were in support of the initiative which would provide additional financial support for economic development initiatives in Eastern Ontario.
Motion

It was moved by Reeve M. Pergunas and seconded by Mayor B. Thake that the Sub-Committee direct Mr. Germani to prepare a resolution to be forwarded to the Joint Services Committee recommending that the JSC supports and encourages the provincial government to pass the third reading of the Bill and create this new Development Corporation.  Adopted.
6.0 Reports

6.1 Economic Development Strategic Plan 2002 – Recommendations – V. Germani
Mr. Germani presented a staff report which included a synopsis of the 37 key recommendations in the original Leeds and Grenville Economic Development Strategic Plan, 2002. 
The Sub-Committee indicated that their preference would be to have Mr. Germani focus on those objectives which he believes are possible to accomplish in the short term and are considered critical to the regional economic development function.

The Sub-Committee agreed that it would be acceptable for Mr. Germani and the Technical Advisory Group to narrow the 37 key recommendations to a short list of high priority items that could be accomplished in the next year or two.

In addition, there was some discussion on how to improve the Counties website to make it more up-to-date, informative, and attractive to business investors.
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7.0 New Business

7.1 Supporting the Development of a “Scenic Highway” designation for Hwy 2 – Mayor B. Thake
Mr. B. Thake informed the Sub-Committee members that the St. Lawrence Parks Committee was debating the establishment of a “scenic highway” designation for Highway 2 to encourage travelers along Highway 401 to take a more pleasant route for their travels through the region. 
Mr. Thake was interested in the initial response from the Sub-Committee, which was supportive, and indicated that he would keep the Sub-Committee aware of any concrete initiatives.
The Sub-Committee agreed that it was important to the region to increase visitor traffic along Highway 2 and would be interested in hearing further details from Mr. Thake.
8.0 Other Business

None.
9.0 Next Meeting

Date:

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Time:

9:00 a.m.

Location:
Meeting Room “A”


Counties Administrative Building
25 Central Avenue West, Brockville
10.0 Adjournment

Motion

It was moved by Mayor B. Thake and seconded by Reeve M. Pergunas that the meeting be adjourned.  Adopted.
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.







