Minutes of the
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUB-COMMITTEE

to the
Joint Services Committee of Leeds and Grenville

Meeting of Thursday, June 30, 2005
9:00 a.m.

Meeting Room “A”
Counties Administrative Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

	ACTION REQUIRED- July 28, 2005


	DESCRIPTION
	WHO RESPONSIBLE
	DUE



	· Summary of Competitive Economic Analysis

	V. Germani

	July 28, 2005



Members Present:
Councillor Jeff Earle, Chair, City of Brockville

Councillor Frank Kinsella, Town of Gananoque

Bill Gooch, Vice-Chair, United Counties

John McCrea, Mark Pergunas, Doug Struthers, Bill Thake, Members of Counties Council
Members Absent:
Councillor Robert Pelda, Town of Prescott

Councillor Louise Severson, City of Brockville

Mayor Ben TeKamp, City of Brockville
Herb Scott, Member of Counties Council
Staff Present:
Steve Fournier, Chief Administrative Officer, United Counties

Vince Germani, Economic Development Co-ordinator
Lise Row, Committee Secretary, United Counties
Others Present:
Ron Holman, Jim Pickard, Members of Counties Council
1.0 Call Meeting to Order

Mr. J. Earle, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
2.0 Review and Approval of Minutes – May 26, 2005

Motion

It was moved by Mr. B. Thake and seconded by Mr. F. Kinsella that the minutes of May 26, 2005, as circulated, be approved.  Adopted.
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3.0 Delegations

None.

4.0 Correspondence

4.1 Letter (22-June-05) from Susan Ellis, President, Ontario East Economic Development Commission, to Head of Council

Re: Ontario East Economic Development Commission – Ontario East Municipal Conference, 2005
Mr. V. Germani commented on the letter from the Ontario East Economic Development Commission, stating that the Ontario East Conference is quite valuable to individuals involved in economic development in Eastern Ontario.  The Conference dates of September 14th to 16th, 2005, take place during a week in which there are no committee meetings, thus, allowing the Economic Development Co-ordinator to participate in the full educational program.  Mr. S. Fournier added that the Conference activities will also include a special ceremony in which Mr. B. Thake, along with other local municipal politicians, will be receiving long service awards from the Province.
5.0 Unfinished Business

5.1 Economic Development Strategic Plan 2002 – Priority Recommendations – V. Germani
Mr. Germani provided a final review of key recommendations stated in the Economic Development Strategic Plan prepared in the Spring of 2002.

The original thirty-seven (37) key recommendations have been reviewed and the Economic Development Co-ordinator has identified eleven (11) priority recommendations that are still appropriate and are being implemented in the current action plans.

A question arose as to why the Counties website was not among the listed priorities.  Mr. Germani replied that the website has been implemented and efforts are presently being made to update the content and look of the website.  The Sub-Committee requested that the website enhancement be included as an active element in the 2005 Action Plan.

The Sub-Committee was in agreement that economic development should have a higher priority on the Counties website (i.e. highlight what goes on in the UCLG).  Some members felt that a separate website devoted solely to economic development should be investigated.
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Item 5.0 Unfinished Business – Item 5.1 Economic Development Strategic Plan 2002 – Priority Recommendations Continued…

Motion

Moved by Warden Struthers and seconded by Mr. B. Gooch

THAT the Economic Development Sub-Committee recommends that the Projects Committee look at a process to enhance the United Counties website to facilitate regional economic development.  Adopted.
5.2 Economic Development Activities – Update – V. Germani

Rural Septage Facility

At the April 28, 2005, meeting of the Economic Development Sub-Committee, the members requested that the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) identify a process to investigate the feasibility of creating a centralized rural septage facility.

The issue does have some economic development relevance, especially in areas where the cost of septage handling is increasing dramatically and becoming a disincentive to existing or new business development.  However, the consensus of the TAG was that this was an issue that was best handled at the Joint Services Committee or Works, Planning Services, and Asset Management Division level, similar to the investigation into the suitability of incineration for Leeds and Grenville.

The Sub-Committee agreed with this assessment.
Primary Health Care

Mr. Germani provided an update on the Primary Health Care – Regional Steering Group, which last met on June 15, 2005.  The Regional Steering Group had requested that the regional economic development desk provide additional assistance in securing funding through the Eastern Ontario Economic Development Fund.

After much discussion, the Sub-Committee agreed that the role of the Economic Development Co-ordinator should not extend beyond that of providing meeting space and meeting organization support.
Motion

Moved by Mr. B. Gooch and seconded by Mr. F. Kinsella

THAT the Economic Development Co-ordinator provide no additional assistance to the Primary Health Care - Regional Steering Group.  Adopted.
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Item 5.0 Unfinished Business – Item 5.2 Economic Development Activities – Update Continued…

Regional Business Directory

The Business Directory previously produced by the Community Futures Development Corporations is now being maintained by the regional economic desk.  The Youth Intern is assisting with ongoing updates and corrections.

The 1000 Islands Community Development Corporation has decided not to produce a hard copy version at this time due to technical difficulties.  Mr. Germani indicated that these difficulties could be overcome and that the cost of producing the hard copy Business Directory would be covered by the Community Development Corporations.

The consensus of the Sub-Committee was that a hard copy version of the Leeds and Grenville Business Directory was not necessary.

Regional Tourism Advisory Group

Mr. Germani requested direction form the Sub-Committee with regards to the establishment of a North Leeds and Grenville Tourism Advisory Group that would provide greater input from our tourism partners along the Rideau Waterway System.

The Sub-Committee members agreed that direct input from organizations such as Parks Canada and business along the Rideau would be of value and directed Mr. Germani to investigate the feasibility of establishing a North Leeds and Grenville Tourism Advisory Group.

Leeds and Grenville Agricultural Advisory Committee

Mr. Germani requested direction regarding the establishment of a Leeds and Grenville Agricultural Committee.  This advisory group would provide direction and input as to the role that the regional economic development function could play in assisting farmers.
The Sub-Committee members decided to defer this matter until the next meeting because Mr. H. Scott and Mr. H. Grier, who have direct experience in this matter, were not in attendance

IPM 2007
Mr. Germani provided Sub-Committee members with a copy of a Press Release and Invitation regarding the unveiling of the 2007 Leeds and Grenville International Plowing Match logo design.  The unveiling, to be held on July 7, 2005, at the Glen House Resort will also include the signing of the formal contract with The Ontario Plowmen’s Association.
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6.0 Reports

None.

7.0 New Business

7.1 South Grenville Cycling Project – J. McCrea
Mr. J. McCrea provided a PowerPoint presentation on the recently completed South Grenville Cycling Feasibility Study (the full report is available on the Township Website at www.augusta.ca, under the “Downloads” section).

Mr. McCrea requested the Sub-Committee’s support in encouraging Counties Council and the Joint Services Committee to provide funding for the addition of paved shoulders along the identified cycle route.

The Chair thanked Mr. McCrea for his presentation and the Sub-Committee agreed that the presentation would be received as an information item.

The Sub-Committee also agreed that the presentation and request for financial support should be made at the Public Works Committee.

Motion

Moved by Mr. B. Thake and seconded by Mr. B. Gooch

THAT the presentation, “South Grenville Cycling Project” made to the Economic Development Sub-Committee by John McCrea on June 30, 2005, be presented at the Public Works Committee meeting of August 3, 2005, for the Committee’s information and consideration.  Adopted.

Mr. B. Gooch introduced a potentially related item dealing with the distribution and spending of the federal gas tax revenue that is being made available to municipalities. He recommended that this discussion take place at the next available Counties Governance and Finance Committee meeting.
8.0 Other Business

Mr. F. Kinsella initiated a discussion regarding the announcement by Toyota Canada of a new auto plant in the Woodstock area.  No action or direction resulted from this discussion.
9.0 Next Meeting

Date:

Thursday, July 28, 2005

Time:

9:00 a.m.

Location:
Meeting Room “A”



Counties Administrative Building

25 Central Avenue West, Brockville

Page 6
Minutes – Meeting of June 30, 2005

Economic Development Sub-Committee to the JSC of Leeds and Grenville
10.0 Adjournment

Motion

It was moved by Mr. B. Thake and seconded by Mr. F. Kinsella that the meeting be adjourned.  Adopted.
The meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m.







