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Here are the highlights from the regular United Counties of Leeds and Grenville Council meeting held Nov. 20.  

Warden Expresses Gratitude: Warden Jim Pickard thanked council and staff at his last council meeting as warden. He commended staff for their cooperation and assistance during the year. “Your professionalism, experience and expertise certainly make it much easier for the warden and council to carry out their responsibilities.” He noted new programs and initiatives flow from term to term, and the past warden should work with the new one to maintain continuity. “This council has carried on the tradition of past councils in ensuring, with staff’s cooperation and commitment, that more efficient ways of providing county services to the residents of Leeds and Grenville are investigated and, where, appropriate, implemented.” He also thanked councillors for their support, advice and constructive comments. “The warden may be the head of council, but it is all of us, collectively, that determine whether or not council has a successful and rewarding year. The honour that you have accorded me will never be forgotten.” The new warden will be elected by councillors at the inaugural meeting on Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. For more information, contact Steven Silver, Counties CAO, at 613-342-3840, ext. 2301.

Public Works Projects Discussed: Council has awarded the environmental assessment for the four-laning of County Road 43 through the Kemptville corridor to AECOM at an estimated cost of $188,000. Five firms were invited to submit proposals. Three were received and were ranked by staff based on such factors as project approach and methodology and work plan details. Sandy Hay, county planner, said the recommended firm offered a number of senior people who would be well equipped to deal with issues. Council also approved an application to the Building Canada Fund for the proposed Pine Hill roundabout. Nigel White, corporate services director, said one of the criteria for the fund is project readiness. All preliminary work for the roundabout has been completed, which means construction could start immediately if funds are received. For more information, contact Leslie Shepherd, Director of Works, Planning Services and Asset Management, at 613-342-9246, ext. 2412.

Warden Presents Service Medals: Two Leeds and Grenville Emergency Medical Services personnel were honoured with exemplary service medals. This national program, developed by the governor general in 1994, recognizes EMS professionals who have performed their duties in an exemplary manner. To be eligible they must have completed 20 years of exemplary service, with at least 10 years in the performance of duties involving potential risk. Chief Dan Chevrier and Warden Jim Pickard presented a plaque to paramedic Rick McLeish, who has been with Leeds and Grenville since 1982 and who routinely donates fees from recertifying paramedics in CPR to local food banks. Also honoured was Chris Lloyd, deputy chief, who is in his 35th year of providing emergency medical services and has been hailed one of the finest deputies in the province. Both recipients thanked council for the honour. For more information, contact Dan Chevrier, EMS Divisional Manager, at 613-342-3840, ext. 2404.
County to Plan for Technology Change: Council approved a recommendation that the counties work with the Leeds & Grenville Fire Communications Committee and member fire services to develop a strategy and plan for a future change from analog-based communications equipment to digital technology. The county has learned the company servicing existing communications system will not be able to provide maintenance coverage on a significant component after 2012 and there is no analog replacement. Steve Seale, communications manager, advised that the industry is moving towards digital technology. For more information, contact Steven Silver, Counties CAO, at 613-342-3840, ext. 2301.
Upcoming Meetings – Joint Services Sub-committee, Dec. 2, Public Works, Dec. 3; Governance and Finance, Dec. 4; Inaugural Meeting, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. ; Joint Services Committee, Dec. 17. All meetings begin at 9 a.m. in the council chambers, 25 Central Ave. W., Brockville, unless otherwise noted. Please note: Non-emergency delegations are heard at committee meetings. For more information contact 613-342-3840, ext. 2307. 
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