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Community & Social Services Division
Best Start Network

Thursday, November 3, 2005; 1:00 p.m.

25 Central Avenue, Brockville; Board Room A

Minutes

PRESENT:

Peter McKenna (chair)

Executive Director, Merrickville District Community Health Centre

Alison Tutak 


Manager, Children’s Services Department, UCLG

Kim Little


Best Start Planner, Community and Social Services Division, UCLG

Jim Garrah


Mayor, Town of Gananoque

Dixie O’Reilly


Coordinator, Infant and Child Development Program, BGH 

Linda Callaghan

Principal, St. Francis Xavier School

Paul Lattanzio


Superintendent, Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario

Kathy Jodoin


Financial Director, More Than Just Babysitting Child Care Centre, Inc.

Lori Johnston


Director of Child Care, Brockville & Area YMCA

Roy Beechey


Program Supervisor, Ministry of Children and Youth Services

Bonnie McIsaac


Ministry of Children and Youth Services

Shona Stewart


Supervisor, Inclusive Child Care Program, DSLG

Mary Slade


Data Analysis Coordinator, United Counties of Leeds & Grenville

Mayor Robert Lawn

Town of Prescott

Mary Jane Kohler
Director of Programs, North Grenville Co-operative Preschool and Learning

Catherine Robinson
Language Express PSL

Amber McCart
CYWC of Leeds and Grenville

Jennifer Witzke
Parent, Town of Gananoque

Amanda Brignell
Southwest Region, Infant Hearing Program

Vicki Johnston
Acting Director, Hotel Dieu Hospital, Child Development Centre

Genevieve Gallant
Ecole Angle-Gabriel – CECLFCE

Rosemary Sheahan
Healthy Babies/Healthy Children Program, LGL District Health Unit

Fred Parks
Upper Canada District School Board

Marsha Stephen


Executive Director, Country Roads Community Health Centre

Lynn Baynham
Administrative Assistant, Community & Social Services Division, UCLG

REGRETS:

Marsha Houlahan
Coordinator, PSL Services of Lanark, Leeds & Grenville

Yolande LaPointe
Chief Executive Officer, Leeds & the Thousand Islands Public Library

Heather Ballinger
Coordinator, Lanark Community Programs – Autism Initiative
Andree Nyette


Consiel des écoles publiques de l’Ontario

Dorothy Theobald

Director, Community and Social Services Division, UCLG

Danielle Galipeau

Conseil des écoles catholiques de langue française du Centre-Est
Catherine McVie

Superintendent, Upper Canada District School Board

Robin Jones


Director, Child Development Centre, Hotel Dieu Hospital, Kingston

Kathy MacRae


Director, Family Health, KFLA Public Health, Infant Hearing Program

Ben Tekamp


Mayor, City of Brockville

Reeve John McCrea

Councillor, United Counties of Leeds & Grenville


1.0 Welcome/Introductions 

Peter welcomed everyone to the meeting, extending a warm welcome to Jennifer Witzke, Parent Representative and Genevieve Gallant, Parent and French Community Representative.  Round table introductions were made.  Roy Beechey introduced Bonnie McIsaac who will be taking over as our contact from the Regional Office of the Ministry of Children and Youth Services, and Roy will act as Bonnie’s back-up.

2.0 Additions/Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved as circulated with the exception of Item 5 a. – Role of County Council.  Reeve John McCrea was unable to attend this meeting; however UCLG’s Chief Administrative Officer Stephen Fournier will speak about the role of County Council.

3.0 Review/Approval of October 20, 2005 Meeting Minutes

The Minutes of October 20, 2005 were approved as presented with the exception of:

· Item 4.3 – Transition Plan.  The last sentence in the first paragraph read, “Funding available for Capital projects is $750,000.00 up to March 31, 2005.  The date should have read 2006.

· There was a request for clarification around whether it was agreed that Expression of Interest would proceed as the Minutes indicated.  Discussion confirmed this was noted correctly. 

· Danielle Galipeau is a representative of the Conseil des écoles catholiques de langue française du Centre-Est, not the Conseil des ecoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario.
4.0 Planner Report/Updates – Kim Little

4 (a)
Parent Involvement
Kim welcomed Jennifer Witzke as a Parent Representative and thanked Jennifer for her willingness to participate on this committee.  Kim is meeting with two other parents next week who are interested in coming on board. In addition, a few other names have been put forward and will be retained for a parent advisory/working group when/if this is required for planning.

4 (b)
Meetings Attended
Kim attended a consultation group meeting in Kingston to discuss the conceptual model of a Professional College for Early Childhood Educators.  Kim stated that there were five child care representatives from Leeds and Grenville at this meeting; the ECEs seem keen to have this professional college and recognition established. 

Kim also attended a Best Start Planners on Monday, October 24, 2005.  The main focus at this meeting was the Transition Plan.  All Networks are at similar spots in their planning processes and discussions.  Best practices, documents, templates, etc. will be shared among the group as they are developed.

4 (c)
Expression of Interest
i. Review Criteria

A draft Evaluation of Proposal criteria was provided for discussion and Network approval.  After some lengthy discussion with highlights including whether the criteria needed to be weighted, the review tool was approved for use in evaluating the Expression of Interest Proposals received.

ii. Review Committee

The Review Committee members will be Peter McKenna, Mayor Robert Lawn, Rosemary Sheahan, Alison Tutak and Mayor James Garrah.  This group will be meeting at 9:00 a.m. on November 14th.

5.0 Business Arising from Previous Meeting

a. Role of County Council
Steve Fournier stated that the key role of the United Counties Council was to ensure that the Best Start Program act in accordance with the Provincial standards.  Steve went on to explain that the Best Start Network will forward any proposal for recommendation the Joint Services Committee for approval to Council.  Steve confirmed that if Joint Services has any concerns with proposal/recommendations from the Network, that Joint Services would return these to the Best Start Network for review and amendment.  Steve responded that most definitely the Best Start Network would have the opportunity to re-visit their proposal and re-submit; but he does not anticipate this would occur as the community-driven planning process is well represented by the Network composition.

b. Ministry Perspective on Universality/High Needs 

Roy Beechey stated that Universality/High Needs was a difficult area to define, as the process is really that of a community based perception and user-defined.  Bonnie McIsaac offered some insight stating that meeting the need of high risk areas will produce higher dividends down the road.  Simply basing planning on population density and/or demand will not always address areas of high need.  Best Start is intended to assist all children, there is an expectation that the needs of high risk children/areas will be considered and addressed in the planning and delivery of Best Start.

c. Transportation – Issues, Information – Deferred to next meeting

Peter asked the committee for approval to defer this item to the next meeting.  Approved.

d. Communication/Messaging - Deferred to next meeting

Peter asked the committee for approval to defer this item to the next meeting.  Approved.

6.0 Report From Working Group re:  Hub Selection Criteria, Site Recommendations

On behalf of the working group, Kim presented a draft “Recommendations for the Review Committee” as requested at the October 20th meeting.  The recommendations for this working group focused on Criteria for the Hub site Selection and Initial Site Recommendations.  After review and discussion, it was decided that “Delivering Child Care” should be added to the criteria under Hub Site Selection should be added.  Another recommendation was to include “French Language Services under the Accessibility criteria.

7.0 Other New Business

No items/issues were brought forward at this meeting.

8.0 Date of Next Meeting

Thursday, November 15, 2005  1 p.m.

Leeds Grenville Room

Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit

458 Laurier Boulevard, Brockville

If you are not able to attend please send your regrets.

9.0 Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:
Lynn Baynham, Administrative Assistant
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